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For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”
JEREMIAH 29:11
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Let me tell you about the contrasting 
experiences of two people who have 
gone to live in care homes. 

The first person, a widower of about 80 years 
of age, had a fall at home and simply was 
no longer able to live alone, even with the 
help of the carers who had been coming in 
to help him several times a day. He had been 
determined to stay in his own house at all 
costs, but now the decision had been taken 
out of his hands. Not surprisingly, perhaps, 
this man was not at all happy about his new 
situation. He found it difficult to settle and 
resisted every effort to help him integrate 
into the life of the community. 

The other person, a woman aged 90, knew 
for some time that the day was approaching 
when she would not be able to stay alone in 
her home. She had chosen the particular care 
home where she would like to live, discussed 
it with the niece who was her nearest relative, 
and had even picked the items of furniture 
and personal effects that she would like 
to take with her, and decided what should 
happen to the rest. It was amazing how well 
she settled in and made the place her home. 

Neither of the two individuals I’ve mentioned 
is a real person, though they could easily 
represent many people I’ve known down the 
years. The difference between them, of course, 
is that while one planned for change, the 
other had change imposed on him. What’s 
true of these imaginary characters, is also 
true of churches. 

A lot of change has been imposed on our 
parishes over the past 18 months because of 
the global pandemic. From listening to the 
experience of fellow clergy, I would suggest 
that the main effects of the pandemic on 
churches are seen in: 

• The number of people who have been  
 attending live worship.
• The average age of people who have been  
 attending live worship.
• The content and structure of services 
 (since we were asked to limit services to 
 40 minutes maximum). 

• The necessity of developing an online   
 presence for worship and meetings.
• The lack of face-to-face engagement 
 with children and young people.
• The changed shape of pastoral care,   
 particularly when clergy were not
 permitted face to face meetings with   
 parishioners, except in cases of emergency.
• The more limited way that churches have  
 been able to offer the pastoral offices such  
 as baptisms, weddings and funerals.
• The diminution in the sense of community  
 and fellowship.
• The difficulty in engaging in the kind of  
 natural outreach that might draw in new  
 members.
• The struggle to raise funds or even to 
 sustain ongoing giving schemes. 

Of course, the way that churches have been 
affected will differ from parish to parish, but 
most are seeing some significant impact. 
Surely, then, we have a responsibility to help 
congregations to recognise that things won’t 
be going back to what they were before? 
Change is here to stay.  Some of those who 
haven’t been to church for over 18 months, 
especially at the younger end of the age 
spectrum, are likely never to be back.  Worship 
will not look the same as it did before; if we 
can do the basics in 35 or 40 minutes, why 
go back to an hour? The general drift away 
on the part of many will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to reverse and the cumulative 
effect of all this is likely to be to escalate the 
decline that was already happening in many 
churches. 

In addition, it seems that there is a significant 
risk of clergy finding the task of leading their 
churches through these challenging times 
either just too difficult or so unsatisfactory 
(this wasn’t what they signed up for) that 
they leave or retire early. 

I want to suggest that the first and most 
urgent task for churches is to be honest 
about the situation, and to disabuse those 
who imagine that everything will go back to 
how it was before of this mistaken notion. 
Once this heathy dose of realism has been 

injected into our parishes, we will then be 
ready to face the second, more positive task, 
which is to begin to imagine a better future. 
Here, we have history on our side. We can 
look back to various times in the past when 
the church has been shaken to its very core 
by various catastrophes and trials but has 
emerged all the stronger because it has taken 
the opportunity to do things differently. The 
18th century Wesleyan revival, which brought 
the church to the people in a whole new way, 
is but one example that comes to mind. So 
how do we go about the task of envisioning 
the church for change? I can be as simple as 
gathering a group of people who are ready to 
dream a little. A good starting point might be 
to explore questions such as; 

• What were we doing before that we need 
 to start up again?
• What were we doing before that we can 
 let go off?
• What has sprung up over the past 18 
 months that we need to continue with? 
• What has sprung up that we can now let 
 go off? 

One of the possible gifts of the pandemic to 
the Church might be to show us that things 
that we once thought indispensable and set 
in stone are, in fact, neither! Maybe by letting 
drop off the agenda some of the things we 
used to do that were well past their sell-
by-date, we will create some space to try 
something different?

I find it exciting that, at the very time all 
this change has come upon parishes, the 
Church of Ireland has agreed to appoint a 
part-time team to help dioceses develop 
churches in new ways and in different forms. 
We are already beginning to see springing up 
examples of churches that have reinvented 
themselves. Who knows what might emerge 
if we take the opportunity presented to us? 
Not to change is not an option. Either we take 
this moment as an opportunity to shape the 
change that is coming at us in a way that can 
lead to something new and productive and 
enriching, or we will fall victim to it.  

Rev Canon Paul Hoey

Just thinking outloud - 
Envisioning Church Change

"Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!" 

2 Corinthians 5:17
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As I planned this issue of n:vision a night prayer of the 
Church was in my mind - “Be with us, merciful God, and protect 
us through the silent hours of this night that we who are wearied by 
the changes and chances of this fleeting world, may rest upon your 
eternal changelessness”. This prompts questions such as, “What 
chances do we have to change?” “What changes give us new 
chances?”“How do we play our part in God’s eternal plan?” 
And, for us who are wearied, the ultimate answer “For I can do 
everything through Christ who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13)

Change is all around us. It is essential for organic life. Some change 
is good; some change is bad. In life there is either growth or decay. So 
too in Church life we either move forwards or we slip backwards. We 
cannot stand still. Our theme this Harvest is envisioning change. To stay 
alive and grow as a community the Church must embrace continuous 
change. Sometimes that change is thrust upon us, or we identify 
opportunities as chances for change. Whatever way we experience 
change, it can be a chance to embrace God’s direction in our lives 
and make further changes under God’s guidance. 

Like all living organic communities, the Church of Ireland is continuously 
challenged by change. The members of our Diocese of Derry and Raphoe 
have to manage such change in line with our Christian ideals and our 
vision for building up the Kingdom of God here on earth. Bishop Andrew’s 
letter is a call for change as active parish participation by supporting the 
local clergy and, as parishioners, by offering individual gifts and talents to 
enhance parish ministry.

The arrival of a global pandemic brought much change to the lives 
of all those involved in active ministry and in Church life around our 
diocese. On this theme Reverend Canon Paul Hoey boldly reflects on the 
urgent need for creative thinking and the revisioning of Church change. 
Indeed, our mission can also be to reverse bad or negative change such 
as climate change. Please ponder this issue’s article on the possibility 
of changing the character of ordinary parish Church communities into 
proactive Eco-congregations by adopting and living out the principles 
and objectives of eco-theology which promotes the primacy of care 
for creation and the protection of all life on our home planet Earth. 

Across our Diocese of Derry and Raphoe we will have Harvest Services 
at this time to express our gratitude to God for the fruitfulness of our 
precious land and seas, despite the increasing threat of climate change. 
In his article Paul McFadden, our Diocesan Communications Officer, 
gives us plenty of food for thought about the crucial importance of the 
upcoming UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) for the survival of 
our world. 

In ‘Diocesan Manoeuvres’ and on the back page we also welcome change 
as we meet and greet the fresh faces of those recently appointed to take 
up new positions of ministry across our diocese. While we continue to 
envisage and manage the change all around us, we take comfort from the 
steadfast support promised to us by our Lord Jesus Christ “who is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8). Christ, our unwavering 
Mediator and Saviour, transcends all change. 

Rev Canon Katie McAteer, the Editor
E: kmcateer51@gmail.com
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Growing up in a council estate 
always brought issues as far as youth 
representation was concerned. 

My friends and I were regularly branded 
as “anti-social” or simply seen as the 
troublemakers coming from a working class 
background. We had no one at grass-roots 
levels representing who we were as young 
people, our wants, needs or hobbies. From a 
young age I was determined to change this 
image with which my postcode appeared to 
brand me.

In August of 2020, I and a group of 
seven other young people from various 
backgrounds and places in Northern Ireland 
banded together to form the first entirely 
youth-led representative body for students 
in NI amidst the Results Day crisis. The 
student executive worked together to act 
as a voice for students that were facing 
completely unprecedented times during the 
pandemic and through its impact upon their 
educational opportunities. Representing 
thousands of young people really lit the fire 
for me. This was what I wanted to do at a 
wider level.

I have recently become involved as a 
Delegate for the One Young World (OYW) 
Conference, an International gathering 
of 18-25 year olds that celebrates and 
encourages youth leadership and innovation 
in every sector. When London hosted OYW 
in 2019, this was the most international 

event the UK had ever hosted outside of 
the Olympic Games. Listening to speeches 
from so many cultures all expressing 
struggles and triumphs that they have faced, 
again confronted me with the question 
“who represents me back at home?” The 
average age of an MP has consistently 
remained around 50 years old since 1979. 
This highlights the need for organisations 
like SSUNI (Secondary Students’ Union 
Northern Ireland), OYW, Youth Assembly 
and many, many more. 

Young people make up a huge percentage 
of the UK yet the people representing them 
in Parliament grew up in a completely 
different generation who arguably faced 
different challenges than those growing 
up today. This issue is ever more prevalent 
in Northern Ireland where legacy issues 
appear to take priority over issues such as 
mental health, education and the economy. 
So much so we are seeing a rise in youth 
representative bodies because those under 
25 feel they are not being consulted. Mental 
health in NI is such an important topic yet 
the CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Service) has over a £3million funding 
deficit with children facing yearlong waits 
for the first point of contact with a mental 
health professional. 

Pure Mental, the first entirely youth lead 
mental health charity in the whole of the 
UK was founded by two Northern Irish 
students, Matthew Taylor and Jay Buntin 

with the goal of working with peers, 
politicians and the wider public to improve 
mental health awareness and education 
in schools. I have recently had the honour 
of being appointed the Lead of the Well-
being council within Pure Mental and in my 
short time within the organisation it is very 
clear to see the strong impact that youth 
activism has in Northern Ireland.

I always feared that I would always be 
seen as just a young girl who came from 
a working-class background and that 
was where my image would end. I now 
see that, in recent years, the fire that has 
ignited within the youth of today and how 
determined we are to have our voices heard 
by those in legislative roles. I will always be 
proud of my humble background. However, 
I will always use my platform to advocate 
for those young people in Northern Ireland 
who live in the shadow of a conflict that our 
generation is determined not to face again.

One Young World 
Voice For Change...

ALANA CAHOON
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Wednesday September 8th was a 
memorable day for me, as I ordained two 
new priests for the Diocese, Rev Andrea 
Cotter and Rev Alan McCracken. 

Ordinations are among the most joyful 
events in a bishop’s ministry, and this one, in 
All Saints Clooney, was no exception. It was 
intensely moving and deeply humbling. It was 
an honour and a privilege for me to be part of 
it. I was aware, throughout, that I was present 
because God had led me there as part of my 
ministry and part of His plan for me.   

Andrea and Alan come to us from the 
Diocese of Connor where they completed 
their training as intern deacons. Andrea is 
married to Richard and will serve in Clooney 
Parish. Alan is married to Karen and will serve 
in the Moville group of parishes. We bid them 
the warmest of welcomes to our diocesan 
family and assure them of our prayers as 
they settle into their new roles.

For Alan and Andrea, new opportunities 
and challenges lie ahead. We are thankful 
that they have responded to God’s call. We 
trust and pray that their ministries among 

their new congregations will prove mutually 
rewarding and fulfilling.

I would encourage parishioners - not just 
in Inishowen and the Waterside - but right 
throughout the diocese to support their local 
clergy. From my own years in parish ministry, 
I am acutely aware of the burden that falls 
on rectors and curates. We are reminded at 
our ordinations that none of us can bear the 
weight of ministry with our own strength, 
and I can attest to that wholeheartedly.  

Many of you will recall the famous poster 
from the First World War which featured the 
Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener, 
pointing his finger at passers-by, with the 
exhortation: ‘Your country needs you!’ It 
was one of the most iconic images of the 
twentieth century and one of the most 
effective recruitment posters ever. Indeed, 
it was so successful in drumming up recruits 
that it was copied by both the Americans 
and the Germans.

Armies aren’t the only institutions or 
organisations in need of help. Isaiah 2 v 4 
(2) tells us: “They will beat their swords into 

ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks.” So, in that spirit, indulge me while I 
amend the wording of the celebrated Kitchener 
poster to read, ‘Your church needs you.’

Jesus identified in his apostles - four of 
whom were fishermen - qualities that would 
enable them to spread God’s word. Many 
of our churches are blessed to have in their 
congregations parishioners with the most 
extraordinary gifts and talents. If you think you 
have something to contribute, and if you hear 
God calling you, step forward, have a word 
with your local rector or curate, and let them 
know of your interest. Please don’t hide your 
light under a bushel.

Not all of us are called to be ministers, but 
every Christian - every parishioner - can play 
a part in ministry. 

+Andrew Derry & Raphoe

Bishop 
Andrew 
writes...

Dear friends,

Your Church 
needs you!
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The theme of Harvest is found 
throughout the Bible, from Genesis 
1:28-29 where God makes mankind to 
fill the earth and subdue it and gives 
them as food “every seed-bearing plant” 
and “every tree that has fruit with seed
in it”, to Revelation 22:2 with “the tree 
of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month.”  

This should remind us that as creatures of 
body, mind and spirit, we depend for our 
physical food on the rest of God’s creation, 
and depend for our spiritual food on His new 
creation. But, in wealthy Western Europe 
it is too easy to feel as though we are not 
part of nature; when harvests are poor we 
grumble about the price, it is others who go 
hungry. And when we are spiritually hungry 
there are a thousand things to try to plug 
the gap, rather than repenting and coming 
to God. For us, until personal disaster looms 
it is too easy to forget that we are, more 
than ever, responsible for the consequences 
of how we live.

For the Old Testament people of Israel good 
(or poor) harvests were signs of God’s favour 
for their faithfulness and righteousness (or 
displeasure at their unfaithfulness and sin).  
The nation was in a covenant relationship 
with God and as a consequence He held 
them to higher standards, and punished 
them more explicitly (Deuteronomy 28).   

But this is not so clearly linked before 
Moses. With Joseph in Egypt, for instance, 
the seven good and seven poor harvests 
are not seen as blessing or punishment but 
forthcoming events that God, in His plan for 
Israel, warns Pharaoh about (Genesis 41:28-
32). Nor is there an Old Testament theme 
of God sending abundance or hunger on 
other nations. Generally, God “causes his sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 
(Matthew 5:45, cf Genesis 8:28)

In the New Testament, for Jesus wealth and 
hardship were not generally signs of God’s 
specific favour or punishment of individuals.  

Yet He does tell us that natural and man-
made disasters, like good or poor harvests, 
are serious signals that there is much wrong 
in this world, and that God will hold us all 
to account (Luke 13:1-9). So, in the new 
creation where “‘He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain”, there will not 
be any need (Revelation 21:4-7). But what 
about us, still in this fallen needy world, as 
we approach the season of harvest? We 
know that one way or the other “God will 
meet all your needs according to the riches 
of his glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).  

And, therefore, for us who trust and follow 
Jesus, good or bad “harvests” are means of 
grace: whether through the discipline of 
generosity when we have plenty, or through 
the discipline of trusting Him when we are 
in need: “… whether living in plenty or in 
want. I can do all this through him who gives 
me strength.” (Philippians 4:12-13).  

Rev David Houlton

Bible Commentary: 
Harvest

“the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 

every month.”  
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The ministry of healing was a priority 
for our Lord. Nearly one fifth of the 
gospels record Jesus’ healing ministry 
in which there are forty-one accounts 
of physical or mental healing recorded. 
In addition, we are told in John 20:30, 
‘Jesus performed many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples that are not 
recorded in this book.’

The theme for this n:vision edition is 
‘envisioning change’. I have been  wondering 
how can we see change in the ministry of 
healing in our parishes? 

To help answer this question I’ve outlined 
below four aspects in Jesus’ life that John 
Wimber, a church leader, taught as he 
developed the fruitfulness of the Church’s 
ministry of healing in his days. 

1. His relationship with the Father
Jesus, is the Son of God, who became flesh. 
He lived in constant communion with His 
Heavenly Father. Jesus works together with 
the Father; he does nothing on his own 
initiative. He acts and speaks only what 
he sees the Father doing (John 5:17-21).  

2. His relationship with the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is the third member of the 
Trinity. Luke is careful to record the role 
of the Holy Spirit in the life of Christ. He 
leaves no room for doubt that the Holy 
Spirit is the source of Jesus’ power and 
effectiveness in his ministry. 

3. His prayer life
Prayer is central in the Lord’s ministry 
both before and whilst He ministers. 
Before Jesus began his ministry, he spent 
forty days in the wilderness fasting and 
praying (Luke 4:1-13). 

When Jesus prayed for the sick He prayed 
with authority and belief over people, for 
example, “Go” to the centurion Matthew 
8:5-13 and ”Rise” to the paralytic Luke 
5:17-26.

4. His perspective on illness
Jesus was motivated to heal people 
not only because of his compassion for 
them, but also because of His repulsion 
of the forces that bound people. In Luke 
4:18-19 he taught what He would do in 
His ministry, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free.”

As we slowly get back to normality, 
could our parishes envision change in 
the ministry of healing as we follow 
these four aspects in our Lord’s life?

Ministry of Healing

Rev Paul Lyons writes…

Envisioning     
       Change...
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Tell me how your faith 
journey started.
I was born into a Christian family. We 
belonged to St Mark’s, Aghadrumsee, where 
I was baptised by Rev Nash. We were good 
church attenders. My father was a police 
officer, and if he was on duty on a Sunday, 
we walked that mile to Sunday School.

My granny had a profound influence on 
my faith. If the rest of us were Church of 
Ireland, then she was very, very Church of 
Ireland, if you know what I mean! She was 
a traditional Anglican, as am I, in fact.

What appeals so much 
about ‘traditional 
Anglicanism’?
The liturgy. The structure. I love the Book 
of Common Prayer - the old prayer book. 
It’s lyrical. Tradition provides comfort, 
comfort that a lot of people need.

I know today there’s a big emphasis on 
change and flexibility, but I remember when 
I could be anywhere in Northern Ireland on 
a Sunday and I could attend a service and 
I knew what I could expect: the Jubilate, 
and then the psalm… I more or less 
knew it by heart.

I know today people say that learning things 
by rote doesn’t mean there’s any faith or 
understanding there, it’s just parroting. But 
when you sing those canticles over and over 
every week, they become part of you and 
they stick with you wherever you go. The 
same with memorizing Bible verses.

Have you got a favourite 
Bible verse?
I love the passage in Lamentations 3 that says 
God’s mercy is ‘new every morning’ and ‘great 
is your faithfulness’. And a favourite hymn is 
the one based on it, “Great is thy faithfulness”, 
which we had as a wedding hymn. And the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. I referred to 
it in my last speech in the Assembly. It’s a 
lovely story; relevant for today.

How has your faith informed 
your political career?
You can’t leave your faith at the door.  
Those people who say that faith shouldn’t 
have a bearing on your political decision-
making, don’t understand what faith is. It’s 
part of who you are. It can’t but influence 
your decisions. That’s a challenge for young 
Christians today. How can you try and be 
salt and light in a society where more and 
more people think you’ve no right to bring 
your belief into the public square?

So, of course, my faith has influenced my 
politics. And not just the big issues like same-
sex marriage and abortion. It affects your 
smaller everyday decisions just as much.

This past year, you’ve 
experienced some very 
difficult times, including 
some that played out very 
publically. Has your Christian 
faith made a difference?
A tremendous difference. You know you’re 
not alone. God is with you. He has plans, 

bigger plans. God is not finished with us.  
You know that verse in Jeremiah, ‘I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.’ I have that verse 
on a plaque in my office.

And for me, part of that has been spending 
more time with my own mother, who 
doesn’t keep too well. That I think has 
been part of the plan.

Now tell me, what’s so 
fabulous about Fermanagh?
(Laughs) Where do I start? The easier 
pace of life. The scenery. We’ve been 
discovered during Covid. People have come 
to go walking, enjoy the fresh air. And the 
people, the community. And I say ‘the 
community’, not by accident. Generally in 
Fermanagh, everybody gets on well. They 
care about their neighbours. They want 
people to do well.

As a politician, do you 
think that the West gets 
overlooked?
Infrastructure will always be tougher in 
the West, because it’s more rural, with a 
lower population density. But devolution is 
good for Northern Ireland because it makes 
sure you have representation from right 
across, and the Executive often has good 
geographic representation. 

Remember, at one time, the Office of the 
First Minister and Deputy First Minister was 
made up of myself from the South West and 
Martin McGuinness from the North West.

Arlene Foster in conversation with 
the Reverend Chris MacBruithin on 
Faith, Fermanagh, Future...

Arlene 
Foster 
chats...



HARVEST 21 9

Have you a favourite spot in 
Fermanagh?
Oh, I’d get myself into trouble if I had to choose 
just one. There are so many. Maybe I’ll choose 
a personal one: Aghadrumsee. My father is 
buried in the churchyard there, and it has happy 
memories. My old school is just across the 
road from St Mark’s. It was always a bit of a 
community hub.

Is there enough to keep 
younger people there? Jobs, 
opportunities...?
Since lockdown, yes. When I went to Queen’s 
University in 1989, most students went to GB 
or to Trinity and never came back. But now, 
younger people have moved back to Fermanagh, 
for their sanity, for the slower pace and the nicer 
way of doing things. We’ve learnt we don’t need 
to live in the city during the week, or travel in 
and out of Belfast at rush hour every day.  We’ve 
realized we can work from home, and families 
are moving back because blended working 
makes that possible. It’s a digital world. For years 
we talked about roads and transport. The big 
infrastructure issue these days is going to be 
fast internet connection in rural areas.

So Fermanagh has a bright 
future. What about Arlene 
Foster? What are your plans? 
When I work them out, you’ll be the first to 
know! I was talking a while back with Mary 
McAleese, about when she came to the end 
of her two terms as President of Ireland. Which 
was different, as I said, because at least she knew 
hers was coming to an end.  But she said, ‘Arlene, 
take some time.’ So I’m taking the summer to 
think. But as my mother said to me recently, 
‘Arlene, you’re not made to sit at home’!

So I think I’ll continue somehow to advocate 
for what I believe in - The Union; female 
empowerment, at home and in developing 
countries; for the tightening of legislation 
on online abuse.

Are you optimistic? 
Well, I’m a Christian, and so I think you 
have to be optimistic. I go back to Jeremiah 
- God has plans for us. Good plans.

And I’m heartened when I’m out and I 
meet people. That gives me reason for 
optimism. People are really, really good, 
like when people come up to me in a coffee 
shop and say ‘I’m praying for you’. You 
hear about the bad few, but overall people 
are good. They might not agree with your 
politics, but they’re good people. And that 
gives me hope. 

Well, I’m a Christian, and so I think you have to be optimistic.”
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As I sit this morning and write this piece, 
the news is once again full of weather-
related stories. There are out of control 
wildfires in California and Greece, 
flooding in Tennessee and China, and 
climate induced famine is threatening 
Madagascar and Somalia. Scientists tell 
us that extreme weather events such 
as these are becoming more and more 
common, in Ireland as everywhere else. 

The most recent report of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) makes the cause of this very clear: 
climate change is caused by the heating 
up of the planet, in turn caused by humans 
emitting “greenhouse gases” into the 
earth’s atmosphere. And we can see the 
effect of this in Ireland: the 2017 flooding 
which caused such devastation in Eglinton 
is unfortunately a foretaste of what is to 
come, as sea levels rise and rainfall becomes 
more extreme. The map on this page 
shows the areas of counties Londonderry 
and Donegal which will be below sea-level 
in 2050: they will be underwater unless 
hugely expensive walls are constructed to 

keep the water out. You can see how other 
areas will be affected at the website coastal.
climatecentral.org

The threat to the lives and livelihoods of 
many of the poorest people in the world 
is real and growing rapidly. Along with 
climate change, the loss of biodiversity is 
also a major threat to life on earth: older 
readers might remember, as I do, going for 
a drive on a summer’s evening, and the car 
windscreen would be plastered in small 
insects: that rarely happens now. Think of 
what that loss is doing to bird and animal 
life. At least one species of plant or animal 
goes extinct everyday. The numbers of 
mammals on our planet is believed to have 
reduced by 50% since 1970, as their habitats 
such as rainforests are destroyed. What can 
we, as the Church, say about the destruction 
of life on our planet? And what can we do? 

When we begin to read the scriptures more 
carefully, with a focus on God’s creation, we 
start to see clearly the message that this is 
God’s world: that all human life depends on 
the resources he has given us, and we need 
to be serious and realistic about taking care 
of those resources: air, water, soil, plants and 
animals. In the Old Testament we see God 
calling his people to take care of the land 
he has given them: in Deuteronomy, the 
land should have a Sabbath where it is given 
time to recover: every 49 years there is to 
be Jubilee year where the land is returned 
to its original owners: the prophets such as 
Hosea who writes about the destruction 
that humans are causing in his time (Hosea 
4:3-4). Even more than this, however, is the 
extraordinary vision that not only humans 
worship God, but that even his creation does 
too: “let the sea roar and all that fills it... 
let the field exult, and everything in it, then 
shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy”  
(Psalm 96) 

We are co-worshippers with the rest of 
creation! In the New Testament, at the 
heart of the Christian message is the 
incarnation: God becomes part of his creation 
“matter really matters”. For St. Paul, we are 
looking forward to the transformation and 
redemption not just of human beings but 
the whole creation (Colossians 1:15).

Recognising all of this, The Anglican 
Communion made Care for Creation one of 
the five Marks of Mission: it is not an add-on 
or an extra, but an essential part of the gospel 
message. So, now that we are in Harvest 
time, and many of us will be thinking about  
creation and about how we can look after the 
world God has given us, what should we do?

The next round of climate change talks is 
coming up in Glasgow in November, known 
as COP26. Churches across Britain and Ireland 
are encouraged to pray about this and call 
governments to action.  

Eco Congregation has been working since 
2005 to encourage parishes across the island 
to make creation care part of church life. We 
encourage churches to work on four areas: 
Spiritual, Practical, Community and Global.  

Spiritual: At this harvest time, use the 
prayers, readings and hymns to express 
thankfulness for what God has given us, 
confess our misuse of the world’s resources 
and commit ourselves to do better. There 
are many resources on the Eco-congregation 
website: Ecocongregationireland.com, 
as well on the website of the Season of 
Creation seasonofcreation.org and on 
Christian Aid Ireland.

Practical: There are lots and lots of ideas 
to encourage biodiversity in your church 
grounds, reduce waste and reduce your 
carbon footprint through insulation and 
even generating your own solar electricity! 

Eco Congregations: 
Be the change you want to see...
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The All Ireland pollinators plan for faith 
communities (pollinators.ie/faith-
communities) is a great place to start. 
Complete the Eco Congregation checklist 
to see where you might begin.

Community: reach out to environmental 
groups in your own community to work 
with them on improving on your local area. 
It’s great publicity for your church which 
will be seen to be taking action on this issue 
that is so vital to young and old alike.

Global: most parishes have links through 
Bishops’ Appeal, Christian Aid and Tearfund.  
See how you can build up those relation-
ships across the developing world with 
people who are suffering most from climate 
change but have done least to cause it.

With the talks coming up in Glasgow in 
2021, this is a vital year for our planet’s 
future.  What will your church do to play 
a part in looking after God’s world?

Rev Canon Andrew Orr
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My brother-in-law, Bishop Hall Speers 
is Bishop of Mahajanga in Madagascar. 
His diocese is twice the size of Ireland. 
Infrastructures are very primitive. His 
clergy have not been paid for years, and 
some have left their ministry.

Bishop Speers needs to recruit, train, house 
and pay sufficient clergy, provide them 
with basic rectories, get them an income by 
supplying rice paddies, similar to the recent 
Cows for Butere project, and build schools. A 
sum of between €/£50,000 and €/£100,000 
would enable him to achieve this. That kind 
of money goes a lot further in Madagascar 
than it would here.

Bishops Hall Speers and Andrew Forster, 
Canon Paul Hoey and Hall’s sister Anne 
and I met recently, and agreed to set up a 
diocesan scheme, Mahajanga Calling. If each 
parish group in Derry and Raphoe could raise 

about €/£1,000, this would put the Diocese 
of Mahajanga on to a sound financial basis. 
The provision of a rice paddy for each of the 
clergy would enable them to be better fed 
and to gain an income. 

As Rural Dean of Raphoe and Inishowen, 
I embarked on three sponsored cycles to 
enable Moville/Donagh Group, Taughboyne 
Group and Raphoe and Convoy Groups to 
raise their contribution.

My first cycle was for Moville and 
Taughboyne, departing Moville Church for 
Newtowncunningham on Wednesday 7th 
July. This raised just over €1,000. I was 
accompanied by Bishop Forster 
(in his car) on this trip.

The second cycle was for 
Convoy Group, cycling 
to Donaghmore and 

Monellan Churches and back to Convoy on 
Tuesday 13th July. This raised €1,200. 

The third cycle was from Raphoe to Clonleigh 
to Manorcunningham (Raymochy) and 
back to Raphoe on Monday 19th July. I was 
accompanied by a number of people from 
the Parish, and we raised €1,325. There were 
also numerous donations from lots of very 
generous people, including a cheque for 
£100 from Macosquin. Thus, I was able 
to give the Diocesan Office a cheque for 
€6,662 and one for £400. More has come in 
since, and there are numerous contributions 
which have been made possible through the 

Diocesan Facebook page. People 
can continue to donate if 

they will by this means.

I was accompanied 
on all three trips 

by our Diocesan 

A view from 
the saddle...
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Press Officer, Paul McFadden who kept me 
going with water and orange, and also gave 
the sponsored cycles huge publicity on local 
radio and press. I was met at each church by 
lots of parishioners. Canons Paul Whittaker 
and Katie McAteer have also been very 
supportive through n:vision. 

Bishop Speers is a son of the Diocese, 
from the Parish of Urney. He is extremely 
grateful for our support, especially during 
the pandemic which has made fundraising 
difficult for us all.

All the money raised will go to Bishop 
Speers through an organization which 
deals with this kind of thing. There are 
no overheads. 

Thank you everyone very much for your 
ongoing support. I believe that we can do it. 

David W T Crooks
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Play is a vital part of childhood and one 
that I am sure we all remember fondly. 

For children today play may seem very 
different as they have a world of technology 
at their fingertips that was simply not 
available even 5 years ago, never mind when 
I was growing up. The importance of play is 
not to be minimized as play is not just for fun 
but is a very useful tool in helping children 
to learn and understand the world around 
them. Educators all around the world use play 
effectively to give children new experiences 
in all sorts of ways so why should church be 
any different? 

A few years ago, I was introduced to Godly 
Play which is a way of exploring Christian 
teachings using a Montessori style of 
learning. Developed by Jerome Berryman, 
Godly Play has spread across the world and 
people find it a useful tool for people of all 
ages to help explore more about God and 
the Bible. I have been working with Therese 
Ferry who is the Diocesan Advisor for Primary 
Schools for Derry Diocese, and between us 
we have been trying to find funding for a 
training event so we can have fully trained 
Godly Play Practitioners in both dioceses. 
During lockdown we approached Allchurches 
Trust who awarded us two grants, one under 

their Growing Lives Programme and another 
under Hope Beyond which have allowed 
us to buy some Godly Play materials and 
have a full training weekend at the end of 
September so we will have 14 fully trained 
practitioners. The hope is that we will be able 
to offer Godly Play sessions to the whole 
community at different times throughout 
the year, and that people can access our 
library of resources as needed. 

A typical Godly Play session follows the same 
structure as our liturgical services: there is 
a time of gathering, learning, responding, 
prayer, feasting and dismissal. 

Godly Play allows children to experience 
stories in a very different way. Each story has 
a number of props which the storyteller sets 
out and uses to explain what is happening. 
After the story there is a time for wondering. 
This is not a chance to test the children 
to make sure they know all the details but 
rather a chance for them to engage with 
the story and to figure out where they fit 
into the bigger picture. There are no right 
or wrong answers, but rather a safe space 
to voice thoughts and opinions. After the 
wondering session children are given some 
time to reflect and respond to the story. 
They are each given a turn to pick what they 

Godly 
Play 
Godly change 
in a child’s world...

would like to do. They can paint, use Lego, 
clay, look at books or even use the teaching 
materials to do what they would like. This 
open-ended approach is not something 
we are used to, but the range of responses 
is staggering, and again there are no right 
or wrong answers. To conclude the session 
children are invited back to the circle where 
they are given a ‘feast’ which is to be enjoyed 
together. Everyone waits until the circle is 
gathered, and the children and leaders get a 
chance to pray, either out loud or inwardly. 
Once everyone has had a chance to pray the 
feast can be enjoyed together. The children 
then tidy up after the feast and can go 
to their parent or guardian after a special 
goodbye from the leaders. 

I am excited to see how Godly Play can 
be used in different parishes and how the 
partnership we have developed with Derry 
Diocese can continue to grow. I would like 
to thank Allchurches Trust for the funding 
of this project. 

Kirsty, Diocese of Derry and Raphoe’s 
Children’s Ministry Officer

For More information on Godly Play - 
https://www.godlyplay.uk/ 
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Twenty Years On: Reflections on 9/11
The Rev. Canon Kevin Moroney, Phd

Oddly enough, while I had been in 
New York and at the Twin Towers in the 
Summer of 2001, by September 11th 
I was back at the Church of Ireland 
Theological College in Dublin, where 
I was the Chaplain/Tutor. 

So I learned about the attacks in much 
the same way as you did; watching the 
second plane slam into the tower on Sky 
News. The horror of it. I got sick. I tried to 
get a plane home but nothing was flying. 
I made sure that friends who worked in 
the towers, including my brother, were ok. 
Thank God they were. I ended up being 
a contact person for American students 
studying in Dublin colleges, finding 
students and letting them know that 
their families were ok. It gave me 
something to do. It took me a few weeks 
to get a flight, but I did get to New York. 

I stayed in the same place where I am 
sitting now, the Theological Seminary; 
my old school. I walked down town and 
saw the buildings caked with dust. It was 
quiet for NYC. I wasn’t totally sure what I 
was doing there. Then I noticed a shop that 

was open. I went in and got something to 
eat. Then I found a men’s clothing store. I 
bought a suit, some shirts and a sweater. 
I went in every store I saw open and ran 
up my credit card. I remembered how the 
prophet Jeremiah looked at the rubble that 
the Babylonians had made of Jerusalem 
and told the inhabitants to rebuild their 
houses, plant their fields, have families. I 
was attempting my own version of that. 

In the Burial Office the American Prayer 
Book says “In the midst of life we are in 
death.” The opposite of that is also true. 
“In the midst of death we are in life.” That’s 
why I bought up those shops. Pulling life 
out of death and hope out of destruction. 
Because that is what people of faith do or, 
perhaps better said, what we are called to 
do. Twenty years later, and two very long 
and frustrating wars later, that is what we 
still must do. Every day we get up and go 
about our business. Every day good things 
and bad things can happen. The question 
that confronts me on 9/11 and on every 
other day is this: what does faith demand 
of me? God grant me such knowledge, 
along with the strength to do it.



Bishop Speers
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n:vision is delighted to bring you edited highlights from 
Bishop Hall’s most recent emails. Space does not permit 
some of the more amusing anecdotes - where does a Bishop 
take a siesta; the benefits of washing by candlelight; 
comfort stops for 8 buses. Please consider joining the 
mailing list to keep up to date with ‘Our Mad Life’.

A Sudden Call
Greetings from Madagascar! The borders of Madagascar remain 
closed but I am back enjoying the warmth of both the sun and 
the people. The Bishop of Antananarivo had a word with the 
Malagasy Minister of Foreign Affairs and luckily I was sitting 
by the telephone on Tuesday afternoon, 20th July, when I got 
a call from Air France in Madagascar saying that they had just 
received a list of people authorised to go on a ‘repatriation’ 
flight on Thursday evening. Was I ready to go? On arrival in 
Madagascar a driver from my chosen hotel, the Sakamanga 
(Blue Cat), was waiting to take me to my quarantine room.  

The refrain that has been echoing in my ears since arrival is, 
“Where is Neny [Mother] Sarah?” which is frequently followed 
by, “Monseigneur, nahazo aina!” literally ‘you have got life’ but 
actually means ‘you have put on weight!’ This is not considered 
a pejorative comment here, as being overweight is considered 
as a sign of affluence and success in stark contrast to the 
emaciated poor. I actually overheard the MU members discussing 

my condition. One said that it would have been shameful after six 
months with his wife if the bishop hadn’t put on some weight!
Discussing the Sisters’ situation with the bishop of Antananarivo I 
mentioned that through the good offices of Sr. Anita CSC I had got 
a grant of over £4,000 to reinstall their water system which had 
been destroyed when their store room was broken into and burnt 
together with the water tower. The Bishop exclaimed that I had just 
solved a problem as he had received a call from the central bank 
of Madagascar saying that an Anglican account in his diocese had 
received over $5,000 and money laundering was suspected. 

I do get fed up with the church being suspected of money 
laundering: do they really think that, or, is it a lame excuse for the 
central bank to sit on foreign currency? It underlines the need to 
keep a close eye on all bank transfers. The next hurdle was the final 
leg of my journey to Mahajanga. And so to the familiar rituals of the 
Cotisse bus station which is actually a very efficient establishment. 
On boarding the bus the driver reminded us that we would be 
travelling “en caravane” for security and then told us of an attack 
by armed bandits on a bus recently. Off we set into the night. 

Lead on, Ladies!
Having reached Mahajanga on Tuesday there was scarcely time 
to unpack, orientate, prepare and repack before departure with 
the Mothers Union for the Diocesan Conference early on Friday 
morning. The first major shock to the system being back was the 
increase in food prices. They had increased a full 33% in the six 
months while I had been away. Yet another example of the poor 
suffering most. 

The MU is by far the biggest organisation in the world-wide 
Anglican Communion with over 8,000 members in Madagascar. 
Our diocese decided that the diocesan MU conference, elections and 
triennial service would take place in the south east of the diocese 
at Maevatanana, 158 miles from Mahajanga. There was great 
excitement as the other buses arrived and friends appeared. Soon 
we were all squeezed into desks in the largest room and the opening 
service began. Lengthy uplifting talks followed and teaching about 
the targets of the MU.

In the morning we rejoined the ladies at 6 am for Morning Prayer 
and Holy Communion. After breakfast there was a brilliant 
exposition on gender-based violence. It was quite an eyeopener as 
the leaders from the government Ministry of the Population took 
us all step by step through what is acceptable and unacceptable 

Our Mad Life
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behaviour. Everyone was ready to answer and ask questions about 
that and women’s rights. This was certainly the MU functioning in a 
most admirable way. Sunday morning was the great triennial service 
which started with a procession of witness through the centre of town 
including the Sunday market. What a sight! All the members were in 
their pristine white MU uniforms and in true Anglican style were led 
by the servers and the MU diocesan banner. All were loudly singing 
hymns, the clergy following on and the rear brought up by the bishop 
complete with cope, mitre and crozier. The festival Eucharist began. It 
included the enrolling of new members and the formal announcement 
and blessing of the new diocesan President and committee. Afterwards 
were really long speeches which people here enjoy.

Patience needed!
To the astonishment and incomprehension of my fellow travellers 
I am writing this while waiting for our bus for yet another of my 
trips (my third long journey this week!) 

My first trip was a site visit to St Andrew’s Church, Ampobibitika, 
which I was due to dedicate just over a week later. I was well pleased 
with the walls and roof, but there were no floors and no doors. No 
problem - all was in hand. So I duly decided where exactly the altar 
table was to be and decided against the great flight of steps up to it 
that the Rural Dean wanted. All were optimistic and a devoted church 
member turned up and presented me with a bag of eggs in gratitude 
for the project. The next stop was the local church school which, for 
a variety of reasons, is a constant anxiety. 

In order to call in along the way the Rural Dean insisted that he took 
me on his motorbike with me clinging on precariously with my large 
bag of documents threatening to strangle me as we bounced along the 
deeply rutted road. Eventually we reached Port Bergé where I was 
spending the night in order to do last minute plans for our Youth 
Rally. None of the eggs survived the journey intact.

The Youth Meet
Firstly, a few notes on health. This is not children playing a game 
on our front gate but the recent census of the city by the health 
authorities concerning polio vaccinations. The 0s are the number 
of children resident in the property and the number that are 
vaccinated against polio, i.e. no children are resident in Bishop’s 
House and none are vaccinated.

The wearing of facemasks has stopped in the poorer areas of the 
city. It is still obligatory in banks and our three supermarkets, 
but not in the markets where the majority of the population 
buy and sell. Cars and buses entering the city are sprayed 
outside and frequently inside. We remain much more concerned 
about malaria than covid. The serious impact of covid is the 
ever-increasing price of food and, in the city of Mahajanga, the 
absence of foreign tourists and their money. 

I am very pleased to have got into the country as the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs who authorised my arrival has lost his job!
And so, back on the road to Port Bergé after a mere four hour 
delay, this time with the Cathedral youth group. The Zaikabe/
Conference started on the Thursday morning with a lengthy 
(we don’t do ‘short’ here!) Eucharist in the RC cathedral hall 
complete with enthusiastic singing, clouds of incense and the 
bishop declaring the event open. Although this service included 
a sermon the morning continued with two Bible studies, one 
focusing on illness in the Bible with reference to Covid-19.
Next up were two doctors, one of whom was the chief medical 
officer for the region, to inform us about covid. They were very 
good and fielded a lot of questions admirably. The chief officer 
had himself been very ill with covid. After that I spoke somewhat 
predictably on faith and vocation. However, people listened 
politely and there were so many questions my time overran 
and impinged on lunchtime.

One of the great highlights of this Youth event is the inter parish 
football tournament, first the boys’ teams and then the girls’ 
seven-a-side. Such was the energy expended in the afternoon 

nobody felt up to singing or dancing. 

So much to be thankful for - and Sunday 
still to come! Blessings to you all.

As always with my work, a lot would not have 
happened without your generous support.

Thank you +Hall

The cathedral team ready for action in the intense heat
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DRY
Report

Adventure 
Youth Blitz...
Inspired by the Derry Raphoe Youth 
Summer Kickstart Bursary, Derg and 
Killeter Parish Group Youth got outside 
and active in a ‘low tech’ good ole 
fashioned adventure kind of way! 

Adventure Youth Blitz saw 30 young people 
and leaders, scale mountains, engage in the 
local history through a treasure hunt and run 
ourselves ragged on the sports pitch! We met 
each evening at 6pm and finished by 9pm. 
Night 1 we climbed Mucklehill with stunning 
views all over the Derg Valley. This finished 
with baked potatoes and smores around the 
campfire with stories of Castlederg during 
the WW2 years. Night 2 we went out in 
three groups and learnt so much about our 
area in a local history themed treasure hunt 
with challenges along the way. This evening 
finished with hot steaming pizza. Our final 
Night 3 we met at Castlederg High School 
and took part in several games in various 
teams - football rounders, football and 
rounders. With breaks for juice and Haribo to 
keep us active until our BBQ which finished 
the week off. Once again, our young people 
took part fully and got on with the job. 
It was great to get them off their mobile 
phones and screens to look up and out and 
the beauty of God’s Derg Valley. We look 
forward to our youth groups starting again 
in September for a full programme until 
Christmas. The future is bright.

DON’T FORGET OUR SUMMER KICKSTART 
BURSARY SCHEME IS STILL OPEN!!!

Derry Raphoe Youth Board is being flexible 
and it remains open until the end of 
October. Derry Raphoe Youth have agreed 
that a bursary payment from the D.R.Y 
budget will be made payable to every parish 
/ parish group who apply to run a youth 
activity over the summer. The Summer 
Kickstart Bursary will be £50 / 60 Euros for 
each group of any size. This is to be used for 
a summer activity for young people over the 

summer months (June - October) and can 
be adapted according to the local needs and 
situation. The aim is to bless our precious 
young people over the summer months and 
remind them how much they matter to 
God and God’s family. The Bursary can be 
claimed by the Rector / minister in charge 
who will fill in a simple form by emailing 
dryboard123@gmail.com
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DRY Summer 
Kickstart Bursary 
Conwal and Gartan...
Conwal and Gartan parishes have three 
groups of confirmation candidates 
prepared and waiting for confirmation: 
2020 candidates from Conwal and Gartan 
and 2021 candidates from Conwal. 

The 2021 group had met only online and 
no-one knew all the others since they came 
from different primary schools. Finally the 
opportunity to meet in person came at a 
barbecue organised with our partners at the 
Genesis Project. The weather was perfect and 
the young people enjoyed games, a barbecue 
and a talk about coping with change. Thank 
you, DRY, for supporting this event!

Spark Report
This year in Garvagh we decided to spend our 
DRY kickstarter money on our Spark week. 
Spark has run now in Garvagh for nine years. 
It is an event that is supported by the entire 
community. Spark is a cross community week 
of service where traditionally teenagers 
come together, learn more about Christ and 
practice good works throughout the town.  

This year due to COVID 19 it was very different. 
We weren’t able to interact with the community 
in the usual way so instead we made care 
packages for the residents of the local Fold and 
celebrated our young people and how well they 
coped with the last year and a half. We had a 
five-day program in the church hall with a group 
of young people and leaders which started every 
day with a lateral flow test.  

At the end of the week these became as normal 
as brushing your teeth! Throughout the week we 
visited the jungle, played football, had a colour 
war and a celebration. We used our money to 
treat everyone to pizza! It was enjoyed by the 
young people and our team of volunteers. It 
was a wonderful week. Thank you to everyone 
for making it extra special and to Kirsty for 
supporting us once again! See you all next 
year for our tenth Spark!

Mellissa McGurgan



There is no such thing as a typical day 
when you’re married to a professional 
fisherman whose work is dependent 
on weather and fishing quotas. 

I am married to Seamus for 23 years. He 
has been fishing on a tank boat out of 
Killybegs for the last 6 years and before that 
he worked in the fish factories and the net 
factories. We have 3 children - Jamie who 
is nearly 21, Kelly 19 and Gemma 16.

I am a chef in the Tara Hotel in Killybegs, 
and during the winter months we are 
affected by the fishing industry. When the 
boats come into port loaded with fish the 
fish factories have work. These workers will 
come over to have lunch in the hotel and 
the whole town is buzzing. The fishing season 
has been greatly reduced over the years due 
to quota cuts through the EU and the latest 
effect on the industry has been Brexit. 

When I started working in Killybegs 23years 
ago the fishing industry was booming. 
The boats were taking in fish from August 
straight through to Easter time. Herring was 
being fished during the months of August 
and September, then the mackerel and scad 
(horse mackerel) from October to December. 
All the boats would be tied up at Christmas 
time to celebrate with their families. The 

boats would return to the 
mackerel and scad fishing  in 
January and until early March. 
The season would finish with 
the blue whiting from February 
until early April. Then, during the summer 
months, most of the fishermen would 
fish salmon and lobsters from  their 
smaller boats. 

Over the years the fish factories got grants 
to put in new machinery. This speeded up 
the production process but reduced the 
number of workers required in the factories. 
The fishing of herring has been banned 
and the quotas of mackerel, scad and blue 
whiting have been reduced significantly.
On average last winter most of the fishing 
boats only had 30-40 days at sea fishing. 
This meant very little work for the fish 
factories, thus having a huge effect on the 
town and surrounding areas due to lack of 
employment. The summer salmon fishing 
is a thing of the past now too as salmon 
fishing has been banned making it illegal 
to fish them also.

With the cuts to quotas, EU regulations, 
Brexit and the high cost of fuel I can see a 
lot of the bigger boats downsizing to make 
it more sustainable to stay in the fishing 
industry.

Fishing is a way of life for some people and 
like most things it can be very addictive if 
that’s what you love doing. As the old saying 
goes ”it’s in the blood”. All of my family love 
fishing and have fond memories of going 
out on the wee boat with their daddy to 
check the lobster pots and to fish mackerel 
on the jigging lines. 

I believe it very important to have faith in 
God especially when my husband is away 
fishing in all kinds of weather, I trust that 
God will look after him and bring him 
home safely from each trip to his family.

At St John’s church in Killybegs we like to 
celebrate the harvest of the sea along with 
the harvest of the land. We dedicate an area 
of the church and decorate it with symbols 
representing the fishing industry as its very 
important to all walks of life in our area, 
“Let’s not get tired of doing good, because 
in time we’ll have a harvest if we don’t 
give up” Galatians 6:9.

A day in the life of a...

Fishing Family -
A Sea Change
Lorna-Lee Curran
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There are estimated to be around 
1,200 Christian families in Afghanistan, 
totalling 5,000 to 8,000 individuals. But 
only the Lord knows the true number.

As first-generation converts from Islam 
and their children, they face almost certain 
death at the hands of the Taliban, who now 
control virtually the whole country, and 
will kill them as apostates. Unless they 
can escape.

Flying from Kabul is no longer possible 
for most Afghans, because the Taliban 
forbids them to board the planes that are 
evacuating Westerners unless they have 
the right approvals. But many Afghan 
Christians are crossing borders overland 
into neighbouring countries. Barnabas 
Fund is in direct contact with 306 Afghan 

Christian families, that is around 2,000 
individuals. We are currently assisting about 
400 Afghan Christians (men, women and 
children) who have recently escaped into 
a neighbouring country. 

Barnabas Fund’s long experience 
of rescuing Christians

Barnabas Fund has a long track record of 
rescuing Christians in danger and bringing 
them to safety.

Though our Operation Safe Havens, we have 
rescued more than 8,000 South Sudanese 
Christians, by plane and bus, who needed 
to escape from the Islamic northern Sudan. 
We have also rescued over 1,700 Syrian and 
Iraqi Christians, helping them to settle in 
safe Western countries, paying visas, airfares, 

living costs on arrival. Over the years we 
have rescued many others.

Prices are fluctuating, but current costs are:

£200/€230 is the typical cost of an air 
ticket to fly one Christian out of the region 
to a safe country.

£150/€175 provides one month’s food and 
accommodation for an Afghan family on the 
move within the country, cut off from their 
normal means of support.

£50/€60 provides food, rent and utilities 
for a week for a family newly arrived in a 
neighbouring country.

Join us in saving lives 
of Afghan Christians.

This Christian family got out of Afghanistan overland earlier 

this week. Barnabas Fund is helping to support them

This Christian family is still displaced within Afghanistan, but Barnabas Fund has helped with their basic needs

Saving 
Afghan 
Christians...
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I was watching the opening ceremony of 
the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics and the story 
the performers told of aviation "Moving 
Forward: We Have Wings" 

The 13-year-old who played a tiny airplane 
with one wing in the ceremony, relating the 
story of overcoming anxiety and hardship 
made hearts soar.

Massive military aircraft have featured every 
day on our news as so many in Afghanistan 
wait in desperation to find ‘wings’ in the 
orm of an airlift to safety. This latest spiral 
of tragedy in Afghanistan reminded me of a 
book that made a deep impression on me - 
‘The Kite Runner’ by Khaled Hosseini.

Amir comes of age in 1970s Afghanistan. 
The son of a wealthy businessman, he 
grows up alongside Hassan, the son of his 
father's servant. Whereas Amir receives every 
advantage - a fine house, extravagant gifts on 
his birthday, and a good education - servile 
Hassan is illiterate and lives in a hut on the 
property of Amir's father, Baba. Amir's family 
members are Pashtuns, considered in their 
culture superior to Hazaras like Hassan and 
his father, Ali. Baba gives Hassan a lot of 
attention, which makes Amir competitive for 
his father's affection. When other Pashtun 
boys are around, Amir sets himself above 
Hassan, teasing him and shunning him. 

However, when it's just the two of them, 
they play together, frequently running kites 
- a sport where kite fighters try to cut each 
other's string, and boys run to catch the 
loose kites. 

Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win 
the local kite-fighting tournament and his 
loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. 
But neither of the boys can foresee what 
will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an 
event that is to shatter their lives. After the 
Russians invade and the family is forced to 
flee to America, Amir realises that one day 
he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban 
rule to find the one thing that his new world 
cannot grant him: redemption. 

The kite is a symbol of freedom, of the 
primeval human need to fly, to be as light 
as a feather.

The background of the book reveals the 
beauty and agony of a tormented nation as 
it tells the story of this improbable friendship 
between these two boys from opposite ends 
of society, and of the troubled, but enduring, 
relationship between a father and a son.
The racial and religious extremism in the 
novel is certainly upsetting. The violence is 
horrifying, but the characters in ‘The Kite 
Runner’ are beautifully perceived, and their 
story is unforgettable.

Yes, the novel includes graphic descriptions 
of extreme cruelty and violence as it deals 
with complex adult issues about religion, 
prejudice, forgiveness, and the nature of 
"goodness." The historical, cultural and 
political background and the violent events 
that happen (unfortunately of the type that 
are covered on our news everyday) disturbed 
me deeply, but I also had a hard time putting 
it down. Some may find it too close to reality 
but ‘The Kite Runner’ is a wonderfully written 
and beautiful story which is also heart-
wrenching and tear-inducing.

As I’ve been watching the most recent 
news from Afghanistan, I have remembered 
that the overarching theme of ‘The Kite 
Runner’ is redemption. Amir, the main 
character, is seeking a "way to be good again" 
to make up for his mistakes in childhood. 
How many of the children in the crowds 
outside Kabul Airport waiting ‘to fly’ will be 
allowed to live redeemed lives, free from 
harshly imposed values? 

Nuala McGill

Book Review

The Kite 
Runner

ISBN 9781526604743
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Women's Aid supports thousands of women and their children to escape and survive domestic violence 
every year. We know that many women go on to live safe, violence-free and happy lives.

Read Siobhán's and Maureen’s stories based on real accounts as told to the Women’s Aid National Freephone 
Helpline and Support Services. Specific details and circumstances have been changed in the interests of 
protecting identity and to preserve the confidential nature of Women’s Aid Service.

National Freephone Helpline 1800 341 900, open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. (IRELAND)
National Freephone Helpline 0808 802 1414 open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. (NORTHERN IRELAND)

How a card with a phone 
number can changes lives...

Maureen’s story...
The first time my husband hit me was on our honeymoon.  
We were coming back to the hotel room after a nice meal and 
I turned to ask him something when his fist smashed into my 
face, breaking my cheekbone. It turned out he thought I had been 
“too friendly” to our waiter. He never apologised and was almost 
casual about his violence.

Over the next 16 years I couldn’t count the number of times 
Dermot has hurt me. One thing I do know for sure is that as far 
as he is concerned, it was always my fault. Something I did or 
didn’t do or should have done – or just because I should have 
known he was in no mood to talk to me at the time. He always 
said that if I told anyone what was happening, that the way he 
treated me now would be a “walk in the park” compared to 
what he would do.

I believe that he could kill me, or the children. We have three 
kids, and I wasn’t even allowed to name them. That was Dermot’s 
right. They are everything to me and all my energy has gone into 
trying to keep them safe, but it got impossible to cope. I asked 
my GP for anti-depressants to help, but thankfully he gave me 
the Women’s Aid number instead.

The Women’s Aid Helpline told me about a refuge I could go to 
with the kids to be safe and where Dermot couldn’t find us. They 
also made an appointment for me with one of their workers for 
support. I’m trying to get a protective order against Dermot, and 
the support worker is going to come to court with me to help.

But this isn’t over yet. I spend as much time every day looking 
over my shoulder as I do looking forward. I’m still terrified of 
Dermot and what he might do, but I don’t feel as alone any more 
now that I have spoken out. There are others now who know 
what Dermot is capable of. I know this, and he does as well.

Siobhán's story...
The first sign that something wasn't quite right was when Robert offered to 
start buying all my clothes. Naturally, I told him thanks, but no thanks. Next 
he turned on my friends saying, "If you truly love me, like I love you, you'd 
want to spend your time with me, not your friends."

Then a nasty side to his personality crept in. He'd laugh at my opinions, 
dismissing whatever I said as though I was stupid. He put my job down, saying 
that what I did was worthless, and eventually convinced me to leave work and 
stay at home. He became more moody and unpredictable, flying into rages 
without provocation.

Then one day I called him in work about an overdue bill - he said it was 
none of my concern, and then he just hung up the phone. When he walked in 
the front door that night he went ballistic. Terrified, I said I was leaving. He 
shouted and roared at me, and completely destroyed the living room with a 
knife from the kitchen. Then he locked the front door, pointed the knife at me 
and said: "You're not going anywhere." But amazingly, not another word was 
ever spoken about it. Somehow, I buried it inside me and carried on. Then 
three months later, I accidentally dropped a bottle of perfume he gave me 
on my birthday. One minute I was standing there watching the perfume 
bottle shatter then, bang! I was sitting on the kitchen floor wondering 
what the hell had happened.

The next day, while Robert was in work, I stared at a Women's Aid card that a 
friend had given me a few months earlier and contemplated my life. I'd gone 
from being a strong, independent woman to this quivering wreck with no 
friends, no job, and no confidence. I felt so low, I searched the house for pills for 
an overdose. But fortunately, I rang Women's Aid instead. The woman on the end 
of the line just listened. And when I'd finished she said four simple words: "That's 
what they do." She didn't mean men. She meant abusers. And she wasn't just 
referring to that one punch. She meant the ongoing mental cruelty, humiliation 
and emotional manipulation I'd lived through. It was a real shock to discover 
I'd been in an abusive relationship for two years without having realised.

I still think of that day as the day my life changed. After calling Women's 
Aid I went straight upstairs, packed my things and left. I never looked back.
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Envisioning Change  
Do we throw the baby 
out with the bath water?
Life changed dramatically in pandemic times and we can never 
retrace our steps to exactly where we were. In June a Special All-
Ireland Council  recognised and reaffirmed Mothers’ Union’s many 
strengths. Top of the list came FRIENDSHIP and FELLOWSHIP.  

Whilst the excellent efforts of branches to support and connect with 
their members and communities have been much appreciated, we 
have missed meeting together. We look forward to doing so with 
consideration, kindness  and safety in mind. Each branch is encouraged 
to consider what would best suit their situation and to think ‘outside 
the box’. This may involve having a morning or afternoon get together, 
trying out some outdoor activities, using new spaces, revitalising old 
projects, taking on something new etc. 

Gratitude...
We thank God for his steadfastness and for this 

wonderful opportunity to rethink and to evaluate 

what we love most and do best. It has given us a 

prayerful space to discern and consider what we 

can do differently in a local and global context 

to fulfil God’s purpose for us.

We are an organisation of action and prayer. As we continue 

to build faith we recognise that a combination of meeting in 

person and online presence will pave the way forward. We 

have appreciated the support of our rectors and our thanks 

to the clergy who undertook to prepare thought-provoking, 

encouraging and enabling messages online.

Local Initiative...
Crafting projects for Hospital and Nursing Homes played a 

positive role in the lives of crafters and recipients. With high 

hospital admissions emergency hospital packs have been in 

great demand. During the pandemic we reimagined our AFIA 

(Away From It All) Days Out Scheme and offered a gesture 

of hope and love. So far, 252 people in our dioceses have 

benefited, and feedback has been very positive. 

The pandemic brought to the fore the value of the work we 

undertake in highlighting domestic abuse. Domestic abuse services 

have been very stretched, and we continue to support our three 

refuges - Foyle, Omagh and Donegal. Currently supermarket 

vouchers are much appreciated.
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What is the future vision for Mothers’ Union?
Our vision today is of a world where God’s love is shown 
through loving, respectful, and flourishing relationships. 
This is the essence of our work.

Our Actions 
Although the experiences of Mothers’ Union members across the world are diverse, three clear and consistent strands 
emerge as core for all Mothers’ Unions throughout the world. 1. To maintain the centrality of prayer at the heart of our  worship and work. 

2. To seek ways to listen, support and enable the people   
 we serve and to reach out with  others within our church  and communities so we can co-create the future together.

3. To continue to campaign against the mechanisms that   
 perpetuate social injustices that adversely affect family life,  
 creating dialogue which will influence public opinion locally,  
 nationally and globally and lead to policy reform. Do we throw the baby out with the bath water? Indeed not! Kindness and compassion, sense and sensibility, prayer and praise, invariably win the day. The three strands above of praying, enabling and campaigning underpin what we do in 

thought, word and deed. As we envisage a future we do so, looking outward as a church people with encouragement, 

excitement and creative minds. The Message phrases this assurance and reminder in Galatians 6: 1,3 thus
‘Live creatively, friends……Stoop down and reach out to those who are oppressed. Share 

their burdens, and so complete Christ’s law. If you think you 
are too good for that, you are badly deceived.’
As we continue to evolve and discern God’s will, now is the  
time to ‘encourage one another and build each other up,’ May 
we enjoy our friendship and fellowship, preserve what is good 
and step down new paths. Let’s take heart from each tiny step 
we take, aware that ‘we are not all called to great things, but we can do small things with great love’ in the name of Christ.  

P.S. We love babies. MU support Altnagelvin and Letterkenny University Hospitals with a range of neonatal projects - tiny cots, bonding hearts, tiny jackets, caps, blankets, sharing teddies etc. Regardless of whether you are a member or not, community and individual support for all of our projects is welcome. We would love to hear from you. Details available from sercetarydandrmothersunion@gmail.com

Worldwide...
Mothers’ Union has 4 million members in 84 

countries worldwide - many of whom are daily 

affected by the disastrous consequences of 

climate change, on top of Covid 19 in their 

communities. However bad our situation is, it is 

greatly magnified in countries where populations 

were already at the pin of their collar.

The disruption caused by Covid 19 has placed stress 

on economies and communities around the world. 

An estimated 71 million people were expected to 

be pushed back into extreme poverty in 2020, the 

first rise in global poverty since 1998 (UN). In terms 

of education, tackling child marriage, gender-based 

violence, child labour and human trafficking, progress 

has regressed, and the consequences are enormous. 

Mothers’ Union enables change through our literacy 

and financial programmes worldwide. Together a 

community learns valuable skills, tackle problems, and 

develop understanding and empathy. Many farming 

projects, schools, co-operatives, safer communities 

etc. have resulted from these programmes. Through 

the generosity of members and friends in Ireland, a 

current literacy programme is being fully funded in 

the DR Congo. 
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As promised in the previous issue of 
n:vision Archdeacon Robert Miller 
interviews the International Grand 
Commander of the Sovereign Military 
Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH), 
George MacLean.

Q: What do you enjoy most about 
being involved in OSMTH?

I’ll start with the easy aspects; being 
involved in OSMTH offers opportunities to 
meet and interact with women and men of 
good-will, both Templars and others. These 
interactions have taught me to remember 
North West Europe is not the norm for the 
whole world.  Sharing with our members 
in friendship and fellowship has helped me 
share experiences with others and so better 
understand our world.

Q: The Order takes inspiration 
from the traditions and highest 
ideals of the medieval Christian 
military and monastic order, 
Knights Templar; are those ideals 
still relevant?

Broadly speaking, “Yes.” As Templars we follow 
a Modern Rule from the 19th century and 
we are fortunate to have something which 
crystallises the very human awareness that 
we should look after those less fortunate than 
ourselves; helping someone on their way being 
the best way to advance your own journey.

Q: How does being a member 
of OSMTH impact your own 
Christian faith?

Since joining Grand Priory UK, I have been 
able to meet and share fellowship with other 
Christians from many different backgrounds 
having a common focus and goal and sharing 
in prayer and worship together. I wouldn’t have 
had any experience of this diversity growing up 
in the West of Scotland where I spent most of 
my childhood and this has been very positive.

Q: What are OSMTH’s priorities; 
and could you illustrate them with 
some current projects?

OSMTH, as an international organisation, does 
many things which tend to be given different 
levels of priority depending on location of 
OSMTH locally. One example would be ‘Access 
to Clean water and sanitation’ - one of the UN 
Goals for sustainable Development - OSMTH 
in the Philippines and in Serbia have particular 
focus on this goal because of their context.  
However, a key focus is on the Middle East; it’s 
a very challenging place to focus on as news 
can often be very bad, and we work at many 
levels to bring opposing factions together.  

We support Christians on the ground in the 
Middle East. I illustrated it in conversation 
recently by considering how important it is to 
know that somewhere in that region there is 
an old lady saying the ‘Our Father’ in Aramaic, 
just as Jesus taught.  When that is no longer 
the case, when Christianity is no longer active 
and fresh in the cradle of our religion, I think 
we will have failed as a world.

Q: OSMTH has a growing 
membership around the globe, 
including Ireland; Why would 
you encourage people join?

Let me approach this in a particular way.  
We treat everyone joining equally, some 
will join because they are interested in the 
ancient history of the Templars, the battles, 
the technological advances and their role in 
the development of banking and have less of 
an interest in the modern role of Templars in 
Christian charity. Others will join us precisely 
because of the charity.  

I am firmly in the latter category believing 
we can make a real difference. Especially 
through partnership with smaller local 
charities. Our partnership with them ensures 
money gets to the people who need it most, 
quickly. e.g. Towards the end of 2016 when I 

was Grand Prior UK and the Syrian situation 
was kicking off, we were able to get money 
very quickly to a charity working with people 
escaping from Northern Syria. These people 
faced spending the Christmas period on the 
side of a Turkish mountain in the bitter cold.  
As an organisation we were nimble enough 
through our networks to be able to help 
quickly and effectively.

OSMTH are very welcoming, and you will 
meet a wide variety of people who share a 
focus on preserving Christians at risk.  Whilst 
organised religion, or joining organisations of 
any kind, is not prevalent for modern society 
there is still a real value to membership.

We seek members in the way we feel is 
fairest. We explore with any potential member 
what joining will involve and what is expected 
- then we admit them when they are ready.  
We are certainly not a dining club with posh 
dinners, and we don’t discriminate on gender, 
women and men share a level playing field.

Q: Any final comments?

If you join and take on more responsibility, 
whilst we have some grand titles, these titles 
indicate that you are travelling down towards 
the roots of our identity as an order; it is a 
serious responsibility. I have found myself to 
be in a position where internationally I have 
four-star generals reporting to me as Grand 
Commander, a position I never expected to 
be in. As Templars we are all trying to do our 
best, which is key, and this is motivated with 
our Christian faith in a central place.  

I like to consider the Order, in our 
humanitarian activity, not as a cog wheel, 
small or large, but as the oil which joins 
them all together.

OSMTH interview...
Venerable Robert Miller
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How you can get involved in 
this year’s Global Day of Action 

Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and 
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. (Hebrews 4:13) 

Gender-based violence (GBV) is one of the 
most widespread violations of human rights. 
It can affect any person at any time. It takes 
place in many forms. It spans many cultures 
and societies. It can be a recognised part 
of a culture, which needs challenging, or 
hidden behind closed doors. Whatever shape 
and form it takes, we believe it is totally 
unacceptable and want to do all we can to 
end it. At Mothers’ Union, we are constantly 
working alongside communities to help stop 
domestic abuse and GBV, supporting those 
affected by it and campaigning against it.

16 Days of Activism 
The 16 Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence is a United Nations 
campaign that takes place every year, 
starting on the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women 
and finishing on International Human Rights 
Day (25 November - 10 December).

Throughout the 16 Days campaign, MU 
unites with over 6,000 organisations from 
approximately 187 countries, in order to 
raise awareness of GBV in all its forms. 
For these 16 days, we focus on those 
particularly at risk - women and girls. This 
campaign encourages us to reflect, pray, and 
act together to call for an end to violence.

#NOMORE1IN3 - Mothers’ 
Union Global Day of Action
MU Global Day of Action raises awareness 
of and supports the 16 Days campaign. This 
year MU will be continuing and building 
on last year’s focus of #nomore1in3 (no 
more 1 in 3), highlighting the fact that one 
in three women will be impacted by some 
form of violence in their life. 

The nature of domestic violence can make 
it very difficult for victims to ask for help. 
Our Global Day will encourage advocacy 
and awareness of this issue, standing with 
and supporting those who are victims of 
violence and calling for an end to it. Last 
year, members were encouraged to join 
online protests, as well as sharing online 
videos and photos of themselves with a 

on 27 November

Standing 
Together...

1 IN 3for the 

red cross drawn on their mouths in lipstick, 
displaying the message #nomore1in3. 

This year, we are asking members to come 
together (please observe all Government 
Covid 19 regulations) on Saturday 27 
November, wearing a purple scarf as a 
way of raising awareness and providing a 
conversation starter. We also plan to hold 
a three-minute silence at 1.03pm, again 
emphasising the #nomore1in3 theme. 
We are hoping that our members will 
be able to organise and promote this in 
cathedrals across Britain and Ireland, as 
well as making it an intrinsic part of local 
events on that day. We also encourage 
using this as a way to reflect together 
with people in their own homes. Let’s 
make this campaign as big as we can! 

In showing our solidarity and support, 
we give those who witness our actions a 
powerful statement of truth. We want to 
open people’s eyes to how rife this problem 
is and, by doing so, stand alongside those 
silently suffering from abuse. Let’s let them 
know that they are not alone. Let’s help 
provide the tools and support they need 
to find their freedom and to know their 
intrinsic value as human beings. 

Let’s educate societies and individuals 
as to how essential it is to end domestic 
abuse and GBV. 

Let’s stand together and say: 
no more 1 in 3.



Hi, my name is Alan let me tell 

you a little about myself. 

I was raised in a churchgoing family, my two 

brothers and I were sent to Sunday School 

every week, and attended our local church, St 

John’s Whitehouse. We were also in the Boys’ 

Brigade never missing a meeting. My parents 

were so proud of us. The Boys’ Brigade played 

an important part in my upbringing. It was 

foundational to my young life. It let me explore 

my creative imagination through arts and 

crafts, but most importantly learning about 

God and Christian discipleship.

Throughout my life I have always had this voice 

in my head calling me to Christ which I ignored 

until I could no longer let it go. I had a strong 

vocation to share my faith with others. I gave 

my life to Christ to let him choose the path I 

should take. Through the support of my wife 

Karen, friends, family, clergy, and my local 

church, I began to explore my faith more and 

began my vocational journey. I completed the 

Church of Ireland foundation course. I offered 

myself up for selection and I was accepted to 

Rev Alan McCracken

begin my training and to study for a 

Master’s Degree in Theology (which I now 

have completed) at the Church of Ireland 

Theological Institute. 

In my future ministry one thing 

Covid 19 has made me more aware of 

is the message of Jesus who taught us to 

love our neighbour and to care for those in 

need. Jesus said to his disciples, “This is my 

commandment, that you love one another, 

as I have loved you” (John 15:12).  

This is what makes our churches relevant for 

today, reaching out to our local community. 

No matter what challenges come our way, 

we must do our Christian duty as we walk 

with Jesus and share his ministry which 

is an important part of our lives as we 

follow Christ.

As we are aware in any job or profession 

we need time to relax and enjoy quality time 

with your family and friends who make us 

smile. To unwind I like to walk outdoors 

spending time in God’s creation and being 
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Welcome to Derry and Raphoe. 
Congratulations on your Ordination as priest 

in All Saints Clooney on 8th September and 

your appointment as Bishop’s Curate of 

Moville, Donagh, Culdaaff and Cloncha.

around nature to hear the birds singing and 

feel the sunshine on my face. It’s times like 

these that I can really feel our Heavenly 

Father’s love. 

I also enjoy water sports - hence the email 

address ‘waverunner’. Just to explain, I used 

to have a Yamaha Waverunner jet ski with 

which I thoroughly enjoyed spending time in 

the water. One of my stories from my jet ski 

days is that I went from Donaghadee (Co. 

Down) with a bunch of friends to Portpatrick 

(Scotland), but that is an exciting story for 

another day.

Just to finish, I would like to recommend 

a book that I am reading at present, ‘The 

Imitation of Christ’ by Thomas A. Kempis. The 

book is a famous classic of devotional love 

to Christ. I recommend this book for its life-

changing thought and for anyone who desires 

a deeper walk with God. “Therefore, as you 

received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him” 

(Colossians 2:6 English Standard Version).

Diocesan
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1. What challenges and changes do you think your appointment will bring to your ministry?                                                                                                                                    Whenever Bishop Andrew telephoned me to ask if I would prayerfully consider his request for me to become a Canon of the Chapter of St. Columb’s Cathedral, I thought he’d dialled the wrong number. It was not a position I had ever thought I would be considered for, much less asked to undertake. However, after a week of prayerful contemplation I believe the Lord prompted me to accept, what for me, is an honour and privilege. To be honest, I don’t really know how this appointment will impact on my ministry but I am looking forward to being part of the Cathedral Chapter, serving God in this new and unexpected way and learning the ropes from the highly experienced cathedral team.
2. How do you chill out? Chilling out is something I perhaps need to do a lot more often, but when I get the chance I enjoy a round of golf. I also relax when I go on holiday and when I spend time with my family which now includes being a Granda to Charlie, my first grandchild. I’m not sure that this allows me to ‘chill’ but I certainly love it.

3. What book are you reading at the moment and would you recommend it?I’ve been reading ‘The ruthless illumination of Hurry’, by John Mark Comer. The author asks,’ Who are we becoming in a world that is driven by busyness and rush, rush, rush?’ He 

Canon Colin Welsh

makes a bold case for how ‘busyness’ impacts negatively on our spiritual lives. Having been involved in a demanding megachurch for a time, Comer points the reader towards considering how Jesus dealt with his busy schedule by taking regular time out to be with the Father. He further encourages the reader to ‘apprentice’ under Jesus: to spend time with Jesus; to become like Jesus and to do as Jesus would do if he were you, which Comer suggests will lead to a slower, simpler way of life. Well worth a read, especially for clergy.
4. What is the best advice you’ve been given?
One of the best pieces of advice I’ve ever had was to make sure I put my holidays into my diary before I put in everything else. This is still a work in progress. It is definitely more challenging to try to get time off once the diary gets booked up. Another nugget of advice, which I would encourage everyone to do, is to make sure you spend time in God’s presence daily. However the single best piece of advice I ever had was simply this, ‘Follow Jesus’!

5. Do you have a favourite charity?     I have supported a number of charities over the years but the main charities would include: The Church; Leprosy Mission; Christian Aid and the one closest to my heart would be Action Cancer, as both my daughter and late mother-in-law worked for this particular charity.  

Congratulations on your appointment to the Chapter of St Columb’s Cathedral and your Installation on 23rd September.

                                                                                                                 6. What is your favourite colour? Being a lifelong Manchester United supporter, (I had to get that in somehow), most people would guess that my favourite colour would be red, however, my favourite colour is actually blue. I’m delighted that over the last few seasons and over a number of seasons in the past, United’s ‘third kit’ has been a lovely dark shade of royal blue. This said, the Canon’s ‘red’ (Londonderry crimson) cassock together with the white surplice and black preaching scarf is a lovely colour combination. 

7. What is the best summer holiday you’ve ever had?I’ve been blessed to have travelled to many countries of the world for summer holidays but I think the best holiday was to New Zealand. My wife Anne and I went there to visit her relatives in Auckland and the surrounding area. Although, while it was summer here it was winter there, I hope that still counts! Unfortunately we only had time to visit parts of the North Island of the country, it certainly gave us a flavour of the beauty and culture of this amazing part of God’s world. Perhaps one day we’ll be able to return and see the South Island as well.
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Diocesan

1. Please tell our readers a little 

about your faith journey and family.

My faith journey began when I was a four-

month-old baby when I was baptised in Lisburn 

Cathedral. From Lisburn we moved to Finaghy 

and I attended St Polycarp’s Parish, the church 

that my dad had grown up in. It was here that 

my faith was nurtured. I attended Sunday 

School, youth organisations, was a member 

of the Junior Choir and went on to become a 

Sunday School Teacher too. I was confirmed 

and married in St Polycarp’s. I am married to 

Richard and we began to attend St Patrick’s 

in Ballymena after our wedding. I had always 

resisted the call to test out my calling to 

ordained ministry, I first had an inkling when 

I was eight, but as I became more involved in 

parish life in Ballymena through youth work 

and participating in various courses, the sense 

of calling became stronger and I enrolled on 

the Foundation Course to test my vocation. 

All doors opened and I found myself studying 

theology at the Church of Ireland Institute 

in 2018. I have just completed this course 

and been appointed as Curate-Assistant in 

All Saints Clooney. I also have a twin sister 

and three nephews, whom I adore. 

2. Please tell us about a person 

(living or dead) who has had an 

influence on your life.

The person who influenced me most is my 

Rev Andrea Cotter

mum. Unfortunately, she is no longer with us 

but she instilled in me a love of church and 

for Jesus. She also was very wise and as I 

get older I hear myself saying “I sound just 

like my mummy”. She had a huge influence 

on how I think, how I do things and the 

person that I am still becoming.

3. What are you passionate 

about in ministry?
I am passionate about hospitality and 

welcome in our churches. That everyone 

feels that they belong and to encourage them 

to use their gifts to build up the community 

of faith and reach out into the community 

to show Christ’s love and peace to all. I am 

also passionate about trying to encourage 

the younger generation to come and take 

part in church. 

4. How do you chill out?

I like to cook and bake and find it very 

relaxing when I need to chill out. I like to 

read and listen to music and podcasts. I also 

enjoy trips to the cinema and theatre and 

trying new restaurants. 

5. What book are you reading at 

the moment and why would you 

recommend it?
I have about three books on my bedside table 

at the moment! I have just finished Jen 
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Welcome to Derry and Raphoe. Congratulations 

on your Ordination as priest in All Saints Clooney 

on September 8th and your appointment as 

Curate Assistant in All Saints Clooney.

Wilkins ‘Ten Words to Live By’ which takes 

a fresh look at the Ten Commandments. 

I am also reading Phil Knox’s book on sharing 

your faith called ‘Story Bearer’. As a holiday 

read I am reading Sheila O’Flanagan’s 

‘Three Weddings and a Proposal’. I like to 

escape with some Irish romantic fiction and 

I love weddings, having just completed my 

dissertation on the Marriage Service and 

Mission in the Church of Ireland. 

6. Do you have a vision of how the 

local Church might change as we 

emerge from the pandemic?

In the aftermath of the pandemic I think 

we have to start right back at the bottom to 

encourage people to come back to participate 

in church. The good news is we have an 

amazing story and message to proclaim and 

throughout the pandemic many have engaged 

with Church in a new way and hopefully have 

come to realise that it is an important part 

of their lives. It is an exciting time to be 

starting in ministry.

7. What made you last ‘laugh 

out loud’?
My husband makes me laugh out loud 

everyday!



NUMBER 28
CJ NewsHello friends, it is 

great to be here. I hope you 
have had a wonderful summer break 
and have now settled back into your 

school and groups. I hope you all have 
had the opportunity for some wonderful 

experiences during the summer. 
I know that I really enjoyed 

getting out and about.

Don't forget 

you can pull 

out my special 

pages from the 

magazine!

One of my favourite day trips during the 
summer was to Rosepark Farm. I just loved 
walking around, seeing the animals and finding 
out all about them. The Alpacas were fun!

As I explored it got me thinking about how so much hard work has to 
go into the farm to make sure that the animals are looked after to the 
highest standard, are fed very well and the land is worked to make sure 
the farmer gets the best out of it both for the farm and its stock. 

It is not just the farmers that have to work hard to make sure they 
get the benefits. I also enjoyed watching the Olympic Games in 
Tokyo. Without hard work the athletes taking part would not have 
been selected for their team or successfully win a medal.  

Jason Kenny won the men’s keirin 
cycling final to claim his seventh 
Olympic gold in Tokyo. This victory 
has made him the most decorated 
British Olympian ever!

Team GB won a bronze medal in the woman’s hockey following a 
thrilling 4-3 victory against India. This is the third win in a row 
for Great Britain. Ireland reached the Olympics for the first 
time; they didn’t win a medal this time, but we shouldn’t forget 
the hard work and determination that helped them to get there.

Sky Brown is the youngest ever 
British Olympian. Sky won a 
bronze medal in the woman’s park 
skateboarding final, scoring 56.47 
and landing a kickflip indie trick. It 
just shows that many skills can lead to 
success and even those you wouldn’t 
expect, but all are equally important.

These are some examples. The athletes 
have put in hours of hard work to reach 
their goals and achieve success in their 
sport. We can see many examples in the 
Bible and our everyday lives where success 
comes with effort, focus and hard work. 

Kellie Anne Harrington celebrated 
winning a gold medal in the Woman’s 
Light (57-60kg) for Team Ireland. 



During Noah’s time, people
 were acting in a wicked way. This 

made God sad because people seemed to be 
thinking more about themselves than about 
Him. Noah loved and obeyed God, and God 

loved Noah very much. God actually loved all 
the people - but at that specific time, only 

Noah was listening to God.

The Bible 

tells us 

Noah was 

500 years 

old

What signs of harvest have 
you noticed where you live?

God told Noah of a great flood that was going to come to wipe 
out all of creation. It was God’s intention for Noah to restart 

humanity and make a better world for all. Noah was told that he 
needed to build an  ark for his family, two of every kind of animal 

(male and female). The ark would be their shelter during the storm. 

His sons helped him build it, it took 
many years!  That is a LOT of work!  
In those years, Noah and his sons 
just didn’t have to build the ark they 
still needed to get the necessities 
for each day too, like food and 
water. Noah had to have been 
extremely exhausted by the time 
the ark was finished to save his 
family and creation from the flood.  

Noah accepted God’s call and his faith never wavered. 
He put together an amazing structure, the likes of which 

had never been seen before. 

Without the hard work of Noah and his family this would 
never have been possible,

I know that my friends Kevin and Jack are 
working very hard in Fahan and Buncrana 
getting ready for harvest. Thank you God!

When everyone was aboard the ark, God shut the door. When it rained, it rained for forty days and forty nights. Soon 
the earth was covered with water. Noah and his family had to wait for the water level to go down. Noah sent a raven 
out of the ark’s window to look for land. The raven never came back. Noah waited another week for the water level to 
go down and then sent a dove to do the same thing. The dove couldn’t find a place to rest, so it returned to the ark. 
Another week passed, and then Noah sent the dove out again. This time it came back with an olive branch. He knew the 
water was beginning to go down. A week later the dove didn’t return, it found land. Noah, his family and the animals 
lived on the ark for over one year. After everyone left the ark, Noah prayed to God to thank Him for keeping them 
safe. Suddenly a bright rainbow filled the sky. This was God’s promise that He would never flood the earth again.

Hard work happens around us every day, even without us noticing. We are now thinking of harvest. 
Have you noticed how busy the farmers have been for example? I was out and about and could see 
all that was happening. The ploughing in the fields, the preparation of the ground so the crops 
can grow for us all and then eventually leading to the harvest that we all give thanks to God for.



Let’s colour!

Autumn Tree
You need:

White card; Paints; Glue

Step one: Paint hand with 
brown paint and press it down 
on the white card with your fingers spread out. You may need to do some free-hand painting to finish the trunk.              
Step two: Dab fingertips in different paint colours 
to make tiny leaves on the branches.

The hand should 
remind us that with hard 
work comes great things.

We have lots to be thankful for at harvest time. 
Write your own prayer to show how we are thankful 

for each person who works hard. 

My Harvest Prayer

This is my new ’Pop It’. I really like 
using this as it helps me relax and it 

helps me focus to do my best. 

Have you got 
a ’Pop It’? 
Design your 
own here...

’Pop it Chocolate’
1)  Clean your Pop It toy super well with soap and warm 
 water. Dry completely.

2)  Layer M&M’s over the bubbles.

3)  Pour melted chocolate over the M&M’s in an even smooth   
 layer. Make sure there are no gaps and shakedown gently 
 on the counter to even out air bubbles. Then freeze until 
 hardened. Pop out the chocolate and break them into bars.

4)  Choose a hardworking person and give them a piece of 
 your chocolate as a gift.



CJ - OUT AND ABOUT... I just love it when it comes to the summer months. 
I really enjoy getting out and meeting people. Taking 
time to see what is going on around me and to get to 

meet people and do things together. In Derry and 
Raphoe it is very clear you are all very busy. I was so 

excited to hear what you have all been up to. 

Contact me on email 
cj@derryandraphoe.org

Until next time…work hard, 
take care and stay safe 
my friends! God Bless.

The children of St Augustine’s have been very busy since their 
return. The Kidzklub were thinking about John 3 v 3, ’Jesus 
replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless they are born again.”’ To illustrate the ideas 
of being born again, the Kidzclub had great fun crafting, 
drawing and cutting out some caterpillars, chrysalis and 
butterflies. Kidzclub decorated their drawing and crafts to 
make them the best they could be. Kidzclub attached a little 
stick to the finished butterflies so they could hold the stick 
and pretend that the butterfly was flying. 

The whole idea is that the butterfly is a changed ’best version’ 
of the caterpillar. And when we believe and trust in Jesus it’s 
the same for us – we become the best version of ourselves. 

On Palm Sunday the parishioners of Fahan and Buncrana planted Sunflower seeds. 
Through their hard work and care they have grown wonderful sunflowers. Take a look.  

This is a very special sunflower which was 
planted in memory of Amelia Mullan who 
tragically drowned in Lough Foyle last year 
with her father and brother following a car 
accident. Amelia’s mother asked people to 
plant sunflowers in their memory. Sunflowers 
have been planted and grown across Donegal. 

Noeleen has been very busy in the garden. These sunflowers are amazing. 

Hard work in any form is worth it. Whether it is a skill you have mastered, 
a job you have to do or something you have grown, just like these wonderful 
sunflowers. Success and hard work should be celebrated.

Jack’s 
Sunflower This is from 

Margaret

From 
Kaiden 
& Chloe

So many 
signs of growth 
and hard work! 

Amazing!

Maura has been 
caring for this 

one! Wow!

Some were 
planted by ’Tidy 

Towns’ in Buncrana 
just outside the 

church

Ursula’s prized 
sunflower
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Book Review:
Judgement as Good News: 
A short Pastoral Theology

Is this your first book?
My first published work, yes. I’ve always 
enjoyed writing, and I’m on an editorial 
team with Grove Books in Cambridge. 
A colleague asked me last year when I’d 
take a break from editing other people’s 
writing and do some myself.

Why did you decide to write 
about judgment?
We Anglicans aren’t famous for our 
preaching on end-times. Which I find 
strange, because as a liturgical tradition 
you can’t avoid references to judgment. 
Every week, when we recite the creed, we 
say ‘he will come again to judge the living 
and the dead’. We allude to God’s role as 
judge at funeral and even wedding services, 
and especially in Advent readings, hymns 
and seasonal variations.

Originally, I was thinking about Advent 
preaching on all those fiery readings on 
John the Baptist and the second coming, 
and the fact that I didn’t quite know what 
to say about it all. I wanted to explore what 
we mean when we talk about ‘judgment’ 
in church, and what the Bible actually says.  
Then, for this book, I decided to ground it 
in pastoral theology.

In the book, you introduce us to a 
number of people. Who are they?
I haven’t just changed names of real people!  
They’re composite characters that I’ve based 

on pastoral experiences I’ve come across. 
‘Denise’ has a warped view of God and has 
psychological trauma stemming from an 
oppressive religious upbringing. ‘Martin’ lost 
his daughter in the Troubles, ‘Ray’ is in a 
personal crisis, and ‘Billy’ is dying and terrified 
of coming face to face with a vengeful God. 
I wanted to bring pastoral and theological 
issues to life, and I think a lot of people will 
relate to the characters and their stories.

Your title suggests that God’s 
judgment is ‘good news’. How 
can that be?
There’s a lot of suffering in the world, and 
much of it caused by people doing bad 
things. I suppose the first bit of good news 
is to discover what God is like, or more 
precisely what he’s not like, and that comes 
from encountering him in the person of Jesus. 
He’s not a judge like Simon Cowell, but then 
he’s not a soft touch either - he cares about 
suffering and right and wrong, and he won’t 
just let things slide. So it’s a doctrine of hope. 
It can also spur us on to take seriously the 
life that God has given us and enjoy it and 
use it wisely and creatively. 
 

Who is the book aimed at?
It’s in Grove Books’ pastoral series, and 
it’s aimed primarily at people in pastoral 
ministry, such as clergy and others involved 
in preaching, teaching and pastoral work.  
It’s not overly academic, so it should be 
accessible to anyone who’s questioning 
or troubled by the whole idea of a final 
judgment.

It sounds like Advent reading ...
I know a few churches in England are 
planning to use it during Advent in home 
groups and Advent services. It’s just 30 pages 
or so, and each short chapter ends with 
questions for reflection, individually 
or in groups.

‘Judgment as Good News: A Short Pastoral Theology’ comes out this autumn and will be available from Grove Books www.grovebooks.co.uk.  It costs
 £3.95.
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News for the pews...
Facebook details are included for parishes that use Facebook. PLEASE NOTE - you do not have to be 
on Facebook to access a parish page. Just type the parish Facebook name or address, e.g. @cccmsp 
into your search engine on smart phone or laptop/tablet etc and click on the parish page. 

Templemore, Derry Cathedral
The Very Rev Raymond Stewart: Rector of Templemore 
& Dean of Derry  Tel: 028 7126 2746
Email: deanofderry@stcolumbs.net

The Rev Canon John Merrick
Pastoral Assistant
Facebook: St. Columb’s Cathedral

Worship in the Cathedral
In the literature of Saint Columb’s 
Cathedral we seek to emphasise that the 
Cathedral is the House of God. Its primary 
function is as a place of worship. Since the 
last issue of n:vision, in addition to the 
Service on Sunday morning, the Cathedral 
has hosted 5 Services of Holy Baptism, 3 
Services of Holy Matrimony, 4 Services 
of Christian Burial and 1 Service of The 
Renewal of Marriage Vows. The Cathedral 
has also hosted the Annual Service of 
Thanksgiving for The Apprentice Boys of 
Derry to mark The Relief of Derry, and 
The Service of the Dedication of a new 
Bannerette for The City of Londonderry 
Grand Orange Lodge in memory of 
the late City Grand Master, The Right 
Worshipful Brother Donald Eakin, and 
The Service of The Installation of The 
Reverend Colin Welsh as a Canon.

The Cathedral reopens to visitors 
and tourists
Since the last issue of n:vision Saint 
Columb’s Cathedral has reopened its doors 
to visitors and tourists. With the assistance 
of volunteer tourist guides who are members 
of the parish we have been able to open on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday (11.00 a.m. - 
3.00 p.m.) since Thursday 5th August. It 
has been encouraging to welcome visitors 
from the City and from many parts of 
Ireland and beyond.  

Saint Columba Exhibition
An Exhibition on the Life of Saint Columba, 
arranged by Ian Bartlett, Richard Doherty and 
Tim Webster is sited in The Chapter House 
of the Cathedral. The Exhibition also features 
the series of reproductions of folios from 
The Book of Kells executed by the late Cyril 
Morrison, an expert calligraphic artist.

Glendermott 
& New Buildings
Rector: Rev Canon Robert Boyd
Tel: 028 7134 3001
Facebook: Glendermott and New Buildings Church of Ireland

Curate Assistant: 
Rev Iain McAleavey

Culture Night
As part of Derry and Strabane District 
Council’s Culture Night events A Musical 
Evening, featuring The Cathedral Choristers 
and Organists was held in the Cathedral 
on Friday 17th September.

Looking Ahead
The City of Derry International Choir 
Festival will be held in October. It is hoped 
to hold a Concert in Saint Columb’s 
Cathedral on Friday 22nd October featuring 
the renowned Tenebrae Choir. Please 
watch the Cathedral Facebook Page for 
confirmation and for more details of this 
event. www.stcolumbscathedral.org



Curate-Assistant: 
Rev Andrea Cotter
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Clooney
Rector: Rev David McBeth
Email: allsaintsclooney@btinternet.com
Facebook: All Saints Clooney

It seems that more people in our local area 
and parish have had Covid-19 in the past few 
months than at any time since the pandemic 
began, and some have been quite seriously 
ill.  We must continue to be cautious and 
observe all the recommended precautions. 
We as a church take very seriously our 
responsibility to have in place the safety 
procedures laid down for churches. 

Normally this autumn edition of n:vision 
would contain details of lots of events 
happening in the run-up to Christmas. We 
will be doing some things, but in the current 
uncertain and changing circumstances it is 
hard to plan anything major, so the diary 
looks strangely empty. However, please 
be assured that normal service(s) will be 
resumed as soon as possible. 

New Beginnings Thrift Shop
The shop is open 10am to 4pm Tuesday 
to Saturday at 6 Benbow Estate, Eglinton, 
and is bulging with all sorts of bargains 
awaiting purchase! We are so grateful to our 
dedicated team of volunteers who staff it. 

Confirmation
We’ll be gathering together the next 
Confirmation Group this autumn. Watch out 
for details of an Introductory Meeting to 
explore what it involves. In the meantime, 
anyone interested is asked to send an email 
to stcaniceschurch@gmail.com so that we can 
have an idea of how many there might be. 

Cultra Outing
On Saturday 2nd October we are going on 
a parish trip to Cultra Folk Park, and having a 
meal together on the way back. For details, or 
to register interest please speak to one of the 
Churchwardens, 

Harvest Service - 3rd October 11am 
In spite of everything that we’ve been through 
this past 18 months, we do all have things to 
be grateful for, and this service will remind us 
of some of them. 

Thanks
As more people have returned to church, the 
numbers viewing our online services have 
decreased but many still watch at home. This 

would not be possible without a considerable 
amount of work on the part of Alan and 
Chris. Thank you, lads, for undertaking this 
task so willingly. Similarly, when there is a 
service such as a funeral or wedding in the 
church building within 72 hours of a Sunday 
service, the regulations say that we need to 
do a complete clean, something we have 
observed scrupulously. Sincere thanks to 
those who have given generously of their 
time to enable this to happen. 

And Finally….
Thinking of gratitude, or the lack of it, did 
you hear about the man who couldn’t find 
a parking space. He prayed, “Lord, if you 
find me a place to park, I’ll put £500 in the 
collection at church this week.“ At that a car 
pulled out of the space just in front of him. 
“Never mind, Lord”, he said. “I’ve just found 
one myself!” 

Faughanvale
Rector: Rev Canon Paul Hoey
Tel: 028 7181 2462
Mob: 00447712873322

Email: dphoey@btinternet.com
www.faughanvale.derry.anglican.org
Facebook: St Canice’s Parish Church @StCaniceParishChurch

Cumber Upper, Cumber Lower, Banagher and Learmount
Rector: Rev David Slater
Tel: 028 7133 8214
Facebook: Cumber Upper & Lower, Learmount, Banagher Group of Parishes
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Dungiven & Bovevagh

Rector: Rev Mark Loney
Tel: 028 7774 1226
Mob: 07720 321 283

Email: rev.loney@btopenworld.com
www.dungivenbovevaghparishes.com
Facebook: Dungiven Church of Ireland

‘Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up’ Galatians 6 v 9

At my recent retreat I learned more than 
a thing or two about the Father God I 
have chosen to serve; indeed to whom 
I owe my calling to ordained ministry. I 
rediscovered that He loves me with an 
everlasting love; He delights in me; He has 
good plans for me…evidence for all of that 
is in Psalm 139 and plenty of other places 
of course....but it is making it REAL that 
makes the difference. I need to rest secure 
in that knowledge and reality and not seek 
security in the appraisal of men. 

All heavy-duty material you might think, 
but to be honest it is the basis of anything 
approaching a faith filled relationship 
with Christ. To rest all my HOPE in Jesus’ 
finished work at Calvary, but knowing that 
on an ongoing basis he wants to keep 
healing, shaping and moulding me as I am 
discipled by the word, the Spirit and the 
challenges of being human.

So what is our direction of travel? With 
whom will we travel? Well, in ancient times 
there were two ways to travel—by land 
or sea. Going by sea in a ship and having 
reached the desired port, an anchor was 
dropped to secure and fasten the vessel to 
the bottom of the ocean, lake or river. The 
hope was, of course, that the anchored ship 
would be there when needed again. 

The author of Hebrews uses the anchor 
as a symbol of hope and stability for the 
Christian in the storms of life, choppy waters 
and approach of death: “God did this so that, 
by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled 
to take hold of the hope set before us may be 
greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
Hebrews 6:18. 19

A few chapters later we read Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday and today and forever. 
Hebrews 13 v 8. Very like the anchor.

Life changes from day to day, and turmoil 
and storm come with no warning, but Jesus 
never changes. The believer can count on 
him to hold us steady no matter what the 
storms of life throw at the boat. He will 
hold the boat secure until the waves have 
calmed and the skies have cleared of 
cloud and threat.”

So as we all pull out of harbour, a little 
anticipation on board and maybe even 
buckets of scepticism about where we are 
going, let’s remember to keep the anchor 
on board, the Cross. It has always been 
the only anchor of true hope for those 
who believe.

Balteagh, Carrick, Tamlaghtard and Aghanloo
Rector: Rev Rhys Jones
Facebook: Aghanloo, Balteagh, Caarrick and Tamlaghtard @TamlaghtardCofI

In my mind, September is inextricably 
linked with change. Not only in the 
transition from Summer to Autumn but 
particularly in the transition from primary 
to secondary education, where new friends, 
new adventures, new avenues of possibility 
begin to open before so many of our young 
people. That sense of ‘new beginnings’ is 
in many ways evident within our parish 
life too as the busyness of the Church 
calendar between now and Advent becomes 

apparent. From an individual perspective we 
each realise that change and transition is a 
daily and constant presence in our own lives 
and those of our families - and sometimes 
that can be as unsettling as it can be positive.
That much was true of the disciples as well. As 
Christ at the end of his earthly ministry took 
his leave to return to the Father, the disciples 
faced a fearful and perhaps fear-filled future. 
But Jesus leaves them a very specific assurance 
as they embraced life’s uncertainties together: 

“and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

That promise encourages and comforts 
me daily. It is the one great imperishable 
constant in life that for those of faith 
extends even into eternity. God is our ever-
present constant, God is with us in every 
change, every transition. God never changes, 
never leaves us, never stops caring for us. 
That great reality cannot ever change…



HARVEST 21 39

Tamlaghtfinlagan & Myroe
Rev Canon Harold Given: Rector and Rural Dean
Tel: 028 7776 2743  
Email: jrgiven77@gmail.com
Facebook: TAMLAGHTFINLAGAN PARISH CHURCH

and as it emboldens and encourages me, 
I hope it can comfort and encourage each 
household of my parishes and each of you 
throughout today and throughout all of 
life’s varied seasons. 

Sunday School Returns
In mid-September we welcome back our 
children and young people to Sunday 

School throughout our four parishes. After such 
a lengthy period of worry and uncertainty this 
is one transition that is most welcome indeed. 
A huge thank you to our dedicated band of 
teachers who have remained committed and 
steadfast throughout.

Weekly activities 
Alongside those established acts of weekly 

fellowship and togetherness, bible study 
at the Rectory returns during September…
bible study with a difference - the 
parishioners of our parishes are choosing 
the topics of discussion! It offers a great 
opportunity to ask and discuss those 
questions that have perplexed us in 
scripture. Hope to see you there!

Drumachose, Limavady

Vacant
Rural Dean: Rev Canon Harold Given  Tel: 028 7776 2743

Castlerock, Dunboe 
and Fermoyle
Rector: Rev Chris MacBruithin
Facebook: Parish of Castlerock & Dunboe @CastlerockDunboe

Within our parish 
stands the iconic 
Mussenden 
Temple, built 
as a library by 
Frederick Hervey, 
the ‘Earl Bishop’ 
in the late 1700s. 
Also in Downhill 
Demesne, near 

Lions’ Gate, there’s a similar-looking round 
building, the Dovecote.
      
The word ‘dovecote’ comes from the Scots.  
It’s where the Bishop kept pigeons and doves. 
Inside, there are hundreds of little alcoves, each 
one for a bird to take refuge and rest from the 
battering North Atlantic winds. It was a safe 
place for a flock to gather. I wonder if Bishop 
Hervey sent any of them out with a message? 

In eras gone by, carrier pigeons relayed 
messages far and wide.

You can see how, while out walking across 
Downhill, I got to thinking about what 
Church is all about: a safe space to gather, 
as well as a base of communications from 
which we relay the message of the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. (Of course you can 

Continued on page 40...
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“May we show Christ’s love + teach his Word.”

Killowen (Coleraine)
                                   

Rector: Rev Donard Collins         
Tel: 028 7034 2629 
Email: killowencoleraine@btinternet.com
www.killowenparishcoleraine.co.uk
Facebook: Killowen Parish Church @killowenparishchurch

Camus-Juxta-Bann (Macosquin)
Rector: Rev Paul Lyons
www.camus-juxta-bann.org
Facebook: St Mary’s Church @camusjuxtabannconnections

“You are the light of the world.  Let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5v14,16

Although we live in uncertain times St 
Mary’s Church has been seeking to reach out 
into our local village with the grace and love 
of God. 

With one of the 100 12th July celebrations 
being held in Macosquin we had a wonderful 
opportunity to bless the community. We 
hosted 40 members of the local Orange 
Lodge and band for breakfast in the church 
grounds. Also, as people gathered to watch 
the parade as it past the front of the parish 

church we gave away tea/coffee to the public. 

The blessings from this outreach were many. 
The Rector was asked to pray with the local 
band and to read the scriptures and share a 
Christian message with all those who took 
part in the parade. Church members enjoyed 
working together and relationships between 
the Lodge, church and community were 
strengthened.

At the end of August we were blessed with 
good weather as we enjoyed ‘Rock at the 
Rectory’. The Macosquin rectory has a large 
and beautiful back garden. This outreach event 
was similar to ‘Proms in the Park’ were people 
brought their own chair and refreshments to 

eat and drink. People sat safely outdoors in 
the garden and the live music was provided 
by the church Musical Director, Mrs Erin 
Armstrong and her band. It was a fun family 
night and further developed church and 
community relationships.

Across the summer months we enjoyed ‘Walk 
& Talk’. We met each Wednesday 6.30pm 
at Castlerock beach and people could either 
walk along the beach to the Barmouth or 
take a leisurely stroll along the promenade. 
It was an opportunity for people to enjoy 
exercise and meet safely outdoors. 

As I reflect on these three outreach ministries 
I am reminded of what Jeremiah wrote to 

stretch any analogy too far - pigeons 
provided meat in lean times, and their 
droppings were useful as fuel!)

As God gathers and sends us Sunday by 
Sunday this autumn, we look forward to 
two Services of Confirmation on 10th 
October for a very special group of young 
people who continue to prepare, mainly 
via WhatsApp.  We’ve had a special all-age 
service with a ‘blessing of the schoolbags’, 

as our young people return to schools and 
colleges, and pray that they know there’s a 
safe space for them in the church.

This Harvest, while social distancing 
measures mean it’s difficult to appreciate 
our normal displays, we’re asking parishioners 
to give a gift, in lieu of decorations, to CMSI 
towards their relief work in Covid-stricken 
Shyogwe Diocese, where just 4% of the 
population is vaccinated.

Continued from page 39...
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good to live. We don’t know how to help 
when the Taliban is in charge and we seem
 to have left these people behind.

We bring to You Lord all who have been 
displaced, those who have gone into hiding. 
God, there are people living in fear because 
of their gender, ethnicity, religious or 
political views. 

Help them to know they are unique and 
uniquely special to You. Strengthen the 
hearts of our brother and sisters in our 
shared faith to be brave. Hold them in 
Your unfailing love. We pray in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 
Amen

Henri Nouwen is one of my favourite 
authors, and I was privileged to hear him 
speak on three occasions. With a beautiful 
Dutch accent this lovely Roman Catholic 
priest shared:

“All human beings are alone. No other 
person will completely feel like we do, 
think like we do, act like we do. Each of us is 
unique, and our aloneness is the other side 
of our uniqueness. The question is whether 
we let our aloneness become loneliness or 
whether we allow it to lead us into solitude. 
Loneliness is painful; solitude is peaceful. 
Loneliness makes us cling to others in 
desperation; solitude allows us to respect 
others in their uniqueness.

Letting our aloneness grow into solitude and 
not into loneliness is a lifelong struggle. It 
requires conscious choices about whom to 

be with, what to study, how to pray, and when 
to ask for counsel. But wise choices will help us 
to find the solitude where our hearts can 
grow in love.”

I, like many of you, have been watching the 
awful news from Afghanistan. I wonder how 
those poor people in Kabul and the rest 
of the country must be feeling? Are they 
feeling alone and forgotten? 

If you can please pray for the Christians still 
in Afghanistan, to encourage them through 
God’s Spirit that they are NOT alone. It must 
be terrifying to feel so alone, there perhaps is 
no one you can trust, worried that the knock 
at the door could be the Taliban coming to 
kill you. I hope this prayer is helpful.

O God of mercy, we hold before You the 
peoples of Afghanistan. Lord, the people need 

Aghadowey 

Rector: Rev Louise Crawford-McCafferty
Tel: 07890745359
Facebook: St Guaire’s Church Aghadowey

40 Brone Road, Garvagh BT51 4EQ 
Email: louisecrawfordmccafferty@yahoo.com

God’s people during their time of struggle 
in captivity in Babyon, ‘Seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.” Jeremiah 29v7

He was urging them not to let life grind them 
to a halt during troubled times. In difficult and 

unpleasant times they must adjust and keep 
moving. As a church, as we have sought to 
be ‘salt and light’, we are grateful God has 
graciously led and blessed us.



of Confirmation. During the service 6 of 
our young people took upon themselves 
the baptismal promises made by their 
parents and godparents and pledged to 
follow Jesus. We congratulate and continue 
to pray that the Lord would guide and 
bless Amie, Aeryn, Charlotte, Ethan, James 
and Lauren. Once again Bishop Andrew was 
caught eating ice cream after the service! 

Over the course of the last couple of 
months we have been creating a couple of 
new plant/shrub beds at the back of the 
rectory. It has involved a lot of pruning back 
trees and ivy that have grown wild, digging, 
and preparing the ground in preparation 
for planting. One of the beds is now in full 
bloom, full of colour and the most amazing 
scents. The bees and butterflies are busy 
hopping from one flower to the next. The 
other bed has been much more difficult to 
prepare but perseverance has paid off and 
the shrubs are all planted. Throughout it all 
we have been following the guidelines a 
friend gave us and as a result we have 
been blessed. 

The government and church authorities 
have also been giving us guidelines to 
follow as we negotiate our way through 
this pandemic. I truly believe that by 

following the guidelines, and with God’s help, 
we will come through this pandemic and 
enjoy a time of blessing. In the meantime, I 
would encourage you be vaccinated (unless 
for medical reasons you are advised not to), 
to continue to observe social distancing, 
sanitise hands and wear masks. Speaking 
as someone who is ordained and severely 
immunocompromised, I know that God will 
help us, but we also need to play our part 
to protect others and ourselves. 

God willing, we will be able to celebrate 
Harvest this year albeit scaled back and 
following guidelines. The services will be 
held in St Patrick’s on Sunday 3rd October 
at 5pm, Sunday 10th October at 5pm 
and Sunday 17th October at 5 pm.

On Friday 18th June Bishop Andrew joined 
us in St Patrick’s Church for a joint service 
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Kilrea, Tamlaght O’Crilly Upper & Lower

Rector: Rev Gary Millar
Facebook: The Parishes of Kilrea, Tamlaght O’Crilly Upper 
& Lower @kilreatamlaghtocrillyupperlower

on campus. He paced up and down the 
aisles, slapping the back of the empty pews. 
He yelled, he cried, and he raged at God.  

“God, you created the world... what could 
you possibly have been thinking? Look at 
the problems people face. Look at the pain, 
suffering, and hunger. Look at the neglect, 
the waste, and the abuse. Everywhere 
I look, I see messed-up people, hurting 
people, lonely and sad people!” The young 
man ranted and raved on and on.

Finally exhausted, he sat in the front 
pew and looked hopelessly at the cross. 

Envisioning Change - ‘Change!’ well that 
certainly is a provocative word and especially 
dare I suggest within the Church. In fact, a 
number of years ago I remember visiting an 
elder statesman in the church in which I was 
serving. He was none too happy about all 
the new ideas and changes that were being 
proposed: “Reverend” he said, “If God were 
alive today, He would be shocked at all the 
changes that are happening in this church!” 
(Hold that thought!)

I wonder, would He? For I’m inclined to think 
that the opposite is probably true. I think 
God could well be thinking, “I wonder, why is 

it that in my Church, the same few tired 
and exhausted people continue to do the 
same old things, the same old way with very 
limited results. Even worse than that, there 
are all of the others, also part of my Church 
who simply look-on, moan and complain 
but never ever lift a finger to help effect 
any change whatsoever!”

Which reminds me of another story - 
there was once a college student who was 
struggling in many areas of his life. He spent a 
great deal of his time feeling both angry and 
frustrated. When he could stand it no longer, 
he went into the dim and seldom-used chapel 

Errigal & Desertoghill (Garvagh)

Rector: Rev Carmen Hayes 
Tel: 028 2955 8226
Facebook: St. Pauls Church of Ireland, Garvagh
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Its tarnished surface reflected the dusty 
sunlight filtering in through the stained-glass 
windows. “It’s all such a mess! Why even I 
could make a world better than this one!” 

And then the young man heard a voice in 
the silence of the dusty chapel that made 
his eyes open wide and his jaw drop. “And 
that is exactly what I want you to do!” 

The reality is it’s impossible, I believe, to 
envision any actual change in our homes, 
workplaces, communities or churches, if 
we are not both individually and corporately 
willing to be the actual instruments 
through which we can imagine that 
change taking place! 

Maghera & Killelagh
Rector: Rev Terence Kerr
Tel. 028 7964 2252       
www.magheraparish.co.uk
Facebook: The Parish of St. Lurach’s, Maghera & Killelagh

As the Church is confronted with so many 
changes we must all remember those 
words from Jesus himself, “I will build my 
Church and the gates of hell will never 
prevail against it”

It’s been a great pleasure and privilege 
to minister in the Church for almost 25 
years. I am thankful to the leadership of 
the Diocese of Derry and Raphoe who had 
faith in me and last, but not least, I express 
my gratitude to the parishioners of my 
current parish and indeed to the people 
of the Moville group of Parishes where 
my journey began in this diocese.

God’s Richest blessings to one and all
Onwards and Upwards, Rev Terence P Kerr

Dear parishioners and friends,
This will be my last instalment for n:vision 
as I am retiring at the end of September 
2021. As I read that the theme for this 
edition is “Envisioning Change” it has 
particular resonance with me as my life 
will indeed undergo considerable change. 
As I reflect on my life, I realise that I have 
worked for 52 and 5/12 years and it’s time 
to “hang up the boots”. In my former life as 
a mechanical engineer and in my vocation 
as a priest in the Anglican Church I have 
always sought to do my best and work 
diligently for my employers and the people 
entrusted to me by God. It’s been a great 
honour to feel called by God and then 
almost unbelievably and unexpectantly 
ordained, as I never envisioned that 

change in my life. We all know God 
works in peculiar ways. 

In the will of God, I have decided to make 
way for a younger minister to come and 
pastor a kind, generous and loving flock - The 
Parish of St. Lurach’s, Maghera and Killelagh. 
In every parish throughout the Church this 
will not be an easy task as the challenge 
of the many changes caused by Covid will 
need hard work and faithfulness to the 
saving purposes of Jesus Christ. The future 
for the Church I was born into, the Church of 
Ireland, the Church that I still love, warts and 
all, is assured, but it will take all clergy and 
parishioners to work together to build His 
Kingdom. We will never do this in our own 
strength but in Christ’s power.
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St. Tida’s, Parish of Ballyscullion, Bellaghy
NSM in Charge: Rev Brian Hassan

Christ Church Castledawson
Rev Canon Colin Welsh: Rector and Rural Dean
Tel: 028 7946 8235
Email: colin.welsh@talktalk.net
Facebook: Christ Church Castledawson

Desertmartin and Termoneeny
Vacant
Rural Dean: Rev Canon Colin Welsh  
Tel. 028 7963 2455

It is with ease that Ballyscullion has 
adapted to the change in circumstances 
due to Covid. People happily social 
distance, sing into their masks and 
leave through the vestry. It is all running 
smoothly!

When Jesus comes into our lives how do 
we adapt to the change? For some it is the 
beginning of a journey that leads to a more 
active church life, for others their change in 

life adds great integrity to their workplace & 
family life. The important thing is if we have 
had a special moment with Jesus we will be 
reaping the rewards of a changed life. A life 
changed for the better. 

I too need to adapt to change due to a 
medical diagnosis and my return to the 
theological institute in September as I 
transition from non Stipendiary to Stipendiary 
ministry, (wish me luck!) 

Select Vestry returns in September. 

Hopefully Sunday School will 
commence soon.

Confirmation candidates required.

Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday 17 October 
& Remembrance Sunday 14 November. 

Rev Brian Hassan NSM in Charge 
Ballyscullion Parish
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Kilcronaghan, Ballynascreen Tobermore & Six Towns 
Rector: Rev Rosie Diffin 
Tel: 028 7962 7811

Email: kilcronaghan@derry.anglican.org
Web: http://kilcronaghan.vpweb.co.uk
Facebook: Kilcronaghan Parish Church @kilcronaghanparishchurch

In Psalm 98 the Psalmist encourages God’s 
people to worship God in song and music: 
“Sing to the Lord a new song he says...Burst 
into jubilant song with music; make music 
to the Lord (1, 4 & 5) 

As we look at the events unfolding in 
Afghanistan, the earthquakes in Haiti, 
the rise of Covid19 infection within our 
communities you may well, at times, 
wonder what there is to sing about at 
this moment in history.   

Yet, we have this call from the Psalmist to 
continually celebrate God’s goodness, in 
a whole host of different ways. We are to 
sing, to shout for joy, play instruments and 
even applaud the goodness of God. 

This theme of joyous celebration carries 
on into the New Testament, as the early 
church in Acts encouraged one other 
through hymns, testimonies, prayer and 
encouragement.As the Church of Christ, 
this is what we are called to do. We are 
to lift one another up, strengthen one 
another and care for each other. 

We face many challenges, as we begin to 
re-open the various ministries within our 
churches, and yet we know that we have 
so much to celebrate.   

For, in those times of challenge, we know 
that we can look to God and His strength 
and we are thankful for what God has 

been to us in the past and promises to be 
for us in the future. 

Here in Kilcronaghan & Ballynascreen, 
whilst mindful of the continued risk of 
Covid 19, our Sunday School and GFS hope 
to re-open towards the end of September. 
On Wednesday 8th September our prayer 
fellowship recommenced, followed by the first 
session of the Alpha Course in Kilcronaghan 
Church. Alongside these things we have 
launched a short service in Kilcronaghan 
Church on Thursday mornings at 10.30am, 
followed by a time of fellowship with 
refreshments.  

So, I believe that we have much to celebrate 
at this time, and I pray that we will follow 
the example set by our children during our 
Holiday Bible Club, as we: “Sing to the Lord 
a new song...Burst into jubilant song with 
music; make music to the Lord (1, 4 & 5) 

As we continue to, look to the Lord for 
strength for each day and use our gifts 

and talents to be a blessing in this place 
where the Lord has planted us. 

May God continue to bless, strengthen 
and protect you as you serve in His name.

Yours in Christ
Rev Rosie 
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Ardstraw, Baronscourt, Badoney Upper 
& Lower and Greenan
Rector: Rev Ivan Dinsmore  
Tel: 028 8166 1342  Facebook: Ardstraw Parish

just a hearer. He took to heart what he 
heard in church and put it into action 
in his life, served God and served his 
neighbours and lived his life according to 
God’s word. His home has been a place of 
warm welcome and generous hospitality 
for many years. John was a source of good 
advice, wise counsel and encouragement 
to all the Rectors down through the years, 
and in many ways, a father figure to the 
entire parish. May his memory be a blessing 
to all of us who knew him. Please pray for 
Mary, Peter, Alan and Jonathan and all his 
family circle.

Please join us on Facebook Live at 8pm on 
Wednesday evenings for Evening Prayer. 

John Dunbar - Diocesan Reader
All of us in the parish of have been 
saddened by the passing of our former 
Diocesan Reader, Mr. John Dunbar, who 
passed away peacefully at his home, in 
Dublin Street, Newtownstewart on August 
13th. John served the Parish of Ardstraw 
faithfully for many years in many ways, 
including as a Parish Reader, Diocesan 
Reader, Select Vestry member and Parochial 
Nominator. He was instrumental in guiding 
the extensive renovation project carried 
out on the church in 2014. 

In addition to this, John was deeply 
involved in many aspects of community 
life in Newtownstewart and the wider 
West Tyrone area. As a farmer, he loved and 

cared for the land that God entrusted to him. 
It was this which motivated him to lead the 
alternative A5 alliance. 

His long career as a teacher and headmaster 
in Castlederg High School enabled him 
to have a profound influence for good 
on hundreds of young people. He was a 
committed and dedicated teacher who served 
the wider community in so many ways, and 
as a member of several organisations.  

At heart, John was a devoted family man 
who was a loving husband and father. John 
was very much one of us, a humble man, 
an ordinary Christian, deeply rooted in his 
community, who was, as the apostle James 
challenges us to be, a doer of the word not 

But still it stuck right on the job 
Until its work was done. 
They licked it and they pounded it 
‘Til it would make you sick.
 But the more it took a lickin’ 
Why the tighter it would stick. 
So friend, let’s be like the postage stamp 
In playing life’s rough game,
 And just keep on a-sticking
Though we hide our heads in shame. 
For the stamp stuck to the letter 
‘Til it saw it safely through. 
There’s no one could do better,
 Let’s keep sticking and be true.

I love that little poem for it reminds us 
that God desires ‘stickability’ in the lives 
of His people.

Change is never easy and over the past 
eighteen months we have experienced 
change that none of us could possibly have 
imagined in our wildest dreams, or should 
that be in our worst nightmare! Who would 
have thought that a virus that originated 
in China at the end of 2019 would sweep 
around the entire world within months 
with such devastating results and totally 
change life as we all knew it? None of us 
has escaped the change that has been 
so unexpectedly forced upon us and as 
restrictions continue to be relaxed and we 
begin to adjust to the “new normal”, we 
start to wonder what life will be like in the 
future and ask if it will ever return to what 
it was like prior to the pandemic. If the past 
eighteen months have taught us anything 
it has definitely high-lighted our utter 

vulnerability and our total need to rely on God, 
the changeless one. In Malachi 3 v 6 God says, 
“I the Lord do not change”, and in Jeremiah 
29 v 11-13 we take fresh courage for the read, 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray 
to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.” We may not know what the future 
holds, but God does, and that is sufficient for 
He will surely see us through to better times if 
we continue to trust Him.

A closing thought to ponder:

“There was a little postage stamp 
No bigger than your thumb, 

Cappagh & Lislimnaghan
Rector: Rev Canon Derek Quinn
Tel: 028 8224 2572

Email: derekquinn2@aol.com
Facebook: Cappagh Parish Church @CappaghParishChurch
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Drumragh & Mountfield
Rector: Revd Graham Hare www.drumragh.derry.anglican.org 
www.drumragh.derry.anglican.org  Facebook: St Columba’s Church Omagh @stcolumbsomagh

generations, it is my earnest prayer and 
sincere hope that we will each know the 
equipping power of God as we look forward 
in faith. 

Looking ahead, we hope that we can 
continue to increase the number of 
opportunities for fellowship, study, prayer 
and worship together in the months ahead. 

In Omagh we have three rivers, and it is 
almost impossible to go anywhere without 
crossing over one of the many bridges 
around the town. At the beginning of this 
new season, we will be studying the book 
of Joshua together at our Sunday morning 
services in St Columba’s and Mountfield, 
considering what the people of Israel 
encountered as they crossed the mighty 
River Jordan and entered into the Promised 
Land. How exciting that the same Lord 
who led his people across that river, still 
calls and equips us to serve him today.

As we look ahead to the autumn, we 
will give thanks at our special Harvest 
Thanksgiving services in both churches. 
Please keep an eye on facebook for details. 

On 21st October, we will celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of the consecration of St 
Columba’s Church building. As our theme 
for this special week we will focus on that 
wonderful promise from Hebrews 13:8, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today 
and forever”. As we look back and reflect 
on the faithfulness of God throughout the 

Christ the Plant of great renown,
Christ my Comforter on high,
Christ my Hope draws ever nigh.
Anon

Noise
“Carry some quiet around inside thee,” the 
well-known Quaker George Fox used to say.  
“Be still and cool in thy own mind and spirit, 
from thy own thoughts, and then thou wilt 
feel the principle of God to turn thy mind to 
the Lord from whence cometh life; whereby 
thou mayest receive the strength and power 
to allay all storms and tempests.”

Faith
“Faith is the art of holding on to things your 
reason has once accepted, in spite of your 
changing moods.”

Saviour 
“No other God have I but Thee;
Born in a manger, died on a tree.”
Martin Luther

Opportunity Knocks
The children were lined up in the cafeteria 
of a Catholic school for lunch.  At the head 
of the table was a large pile of apples. The 
nun made a note and posted it on the apple 
tray, “Take only ONE. God is watching.”
Moving further along the lunch line, at the 
other end of the table was a large pile of 
chocolate chip cookies. One child whispered 
to another, “Take all you want. God is 
watching the apples.”

Jesus – My All in All
Christ for sickness, Christ for health,
Christ for poverty, Christ for wealth,
Christ for joy, Christ for sorrow,
Christ today and Christ tomorrow;
Christ my Life, and Christ my Light,
Christ for morning, noon and night,
Christ when all around gives way 
Christ my everlasting Stay;
Christ my Rest, and Christ my Food 
Christ above my highest good,
Christ my Well-beloved Friend 

Christ my Pleasure without end.

Christ my Saviour, Christ my Lord 
Christ my Portion, Christ my God,
Christ my Shepherd, I His sheep 
Christ Himself my soul to keep;
Christ my Leader, Christ my Peace 
Christ hath wrought my soul’s release,
Christ my Righteousness divine 
Christ for me, for He is mine;
Christ my Wisdom, Christ my Meat,
Christ restores my wandering feet,
Christ my Advocate and Priest 
Christ who ne’er forgets the least.

Christ my Teacher, Christ my Guide,
Christ my Rock, in Christ I hide,
Christ the Ever-Living Bread,
Christ His precious Blood hath shed;
Christ hath brought me nigh to God,
Christ the everlasting Word 
Christ my Master, Christ my Head,
Christ who for my sins hath bled;
Christ my Glory, Christ my Crown,

Edenderry & Clanabogan
Rev Canon Robert Clarke: Rector and Rural Dean
Tel: 028 82245525 
Email: rw.clarke@btinternet.com
Facebook: Edenderry Union of Parishes
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fighting our own private battles in life.

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve,  
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly 
to obey. I asked for health, that I might do 
greater things, I was given infirmity, that I 
might do better things. I asked for riches, 
that I might be happy, I was given poverty, 
that I might be wise. I asked for power that 
I might have the praise of men, I was given 
weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, I 
was given life, that I might enjoy all things. I 
got nothing that I asked for - But everything 
that I had hoped for, Almost despite myself, 
my unspoken prayers were answered. I am 
among all men most richly blessed.

At time of writing, we are in the middle of 
the fourth wave of infections which is at 
a very high level in our local community. 
Thankfully the vaccines are doing their 
job as the death rate is considerably lower 
than otherwise would be the case. It is very 
important that everyone gets their second 
jab for the vaccine to be fully effective. 
Once this wave is over it is expected that 
there will be a low level of infection in the 
community for some time to come and we 
will all have to learn to live with the virus. 
For most of us who are vaccinated it will 
be like catching the common cold. 

We remember in our prayers the Northern 
Ireland executive, all the complex decisions 
they have to take, that they will be given 
wisdom. The health service how they will 
manage the long waiting lists, that have 
been made worse by the virus. 

Parents will be notified when the Sunday 
Schools will be reopening. However this 
will depend on the situation with the Covid 
epidemic. In the meantime I will resume 
sending out the children’s activity sheets. 
I would ask parents to encourage their 
children to complete these activity sheets 
as these will keep your children familiar 
with the Bible stories. 

I plan to start Confirmation Classes in 
November. There will be a registration 
evening for all the candidates, more 
information will be given at a later date. 
Anyone who is in third or fourth year at 
school is welcome to join these classes.

The Soldier’s Prayer 
Here is a prayer written by an anonymous 
confederate soldier in the American Civil 
War.  What he says applies to all of us 

Drumclamph & Clare, Langfield Upper & Lower

Rector: Rev Robert G. Keogh
Tel: 028 8167 1433
Email: rgkeogh@utvinternet.com
http://www.drumclamph.derry.anglican.org
Facebook: Drumclamph ClareandLangfield

desire firmly there for face-to-face youth 
gatherings. A seed was planted for later in 
August!! Yes indeed, this led to our Youth 
Adventure Blitz from the 17-19th August. 
Three evenings from 6-9pm when our 
young people gathered to take part in some 
low tech, low budget, good old-fashioned 
fun (full report in DRY article) in the great 
outdoors. We climbed Mucklehill to enjoy 
great views over the Derg Valley; enjoyed 
baked potatoes and smores around the 
campfire with stories of Castlederg in the 
WW2 years; we enjoyed a historical treasure 

Reaching Up, Reaching In, Reaching Out: for 
God, for Each Other, for our Community.

As I look back over the summer months, 
I am very thankful for opportunities for us 
to gather once again as a Church family. 
We held a Sunday School Prize Giving 
service on Sunday 20th June 3pm in 
Killeter and 4pm in Derg - with chat over 
a BYO drinks with treats afterwards. Kirsty 
McCartney joined us and brought a Bible 
message. The sun was out as we enjoyed 
time together outside.

Also in June, and this time for our young 
people, we took advantage of the Derry 
Raphoe Youth Summer Kickstart Bursary and 
held our own Youth Kickstart Games Night and 
BBQ at Castlederg High School. This was the 
first event with our young people face to face 
in some time and we were so encouraged by 
the response (our largest gathering in many 
years and with such a good atmosphere of 
fun and joy). Clive ‘Tippy’ Morrison came and 
led our games, while Cyril Muldoon assisted 
by Martin Buchanan provided our delicious 
BBQ. The event was so successful and the 

Derg & Termonamongan
Rector: Rev Peter Ferguson
Tel: 028 8167 1362
Facebook: Derg Parish Church. Termonamongan Parish

Deacon Intern: 
Rev Claire Henderson
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Classic Car Run setting off from Killeter and 
finishing at Rossnowlagh via Pettigo, Kesh 
and Boa Island. It was a great success with 
many asking if it could be an annual event. 
Thanks to all who organised and supported 
this as well as our sponsors.

Our Harvest Weekend will take place over 
the weekend 8-10th October.

hunt and then pizza. The week finished 
off once again with games and a BBQ at 
Castlederg High School. A huge thanks to 
parents and our young people for fully 
engaging in the week and all who made it 
possible.

Sunday School will recommence in Derg 
and Killeter on Sunday 19th September 
and our Derg Valley Youth Group will 
recommence on Thursday 23rd September 
7:30 - 9pm in Derg Parochial Hall - we 
will begin with a party of course!  Our 

Journey Towards Confirmation will begin on 
Sunday 26th September 4-5:30pm in Derg 
Parish Church. Following the Youth Alpha 
course as well as our own teaching, we will 
enjoy 9 weeks together in Derg Parish Church 
with confirmation planned for 2nd and 9th 
December with Bishop Andrew. Please pray for 
all our young people, Year 9 and above, who 
are considering Confirmation.

On Saturday 14th August we held our first 
face-to-face fundraiser for our restoration fund 
for St Bestius. This time it was a Vintage and 

Urney and Sion Mills
Rector: Rev Jonathan McFarland
Facebook: Parish of Urney Christ Church 
and Church of the Good Shepherd @urneyparish

Camus-Juxta-Mourne (Strabane)
Rector: Rev John White
Facebook: Christ Church, Strabane @ChristChurchStrabane
Our Vision… ‘Preach the Word… be shaped by the Word’.

churches stopped meeting in person during 
the quarantine. We also know that churches 
had to pivot and make several changes. 
Changes such as signing in for track and 
trace, no longer passing the plate, minimum 
contact with one another, communion from 
pre-filled communion cups, online services, 
less cluttered calendars, zoom meetings, 
greater use of social media, and the 
prospect that many of these changes may 
turn out to be permanent.

But the question we ought to answer is: 
What is something our church changed 
DURING the pandemic that you will 
keep AFTER the pandemic? To answer 
this question the SV of CCS will spend a 

Christ Church Strabane
A week is a long time in politics. So said 
British Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, back 
in the mid-1960s. Well, it hasn’t been just 
a week, but a whole year and a half. The 
world as we know it, or the world as we 
knew it, certainly has changed. Nothing is 
the same as it was 18 months ago.

Here we are with our hands cleaner than 
they’ve ever been, thanks to hand sanitiser 
wherever you go. Displays of affection and 
friendship are frowned upon. Face masks 
hide the expressions we would rather 
others didn’t see. As for church, well we can 
sit at home in our pjs while drinking our 
morning coffee. No longer do we need to 
struggle into our Sunday best.

But what are we missing? In a world that 
seems to be spiralling out of control - from 
the earthquake in Haiti, to the hurricane 
in Louisiana, to the continued suffering in 
Afghanistan - what we need more than ever 
is the hope that a relationship with Jesus 
brings. A relationship that is expressed in 
our coming together.

Perhaps that is what I missed the most 
during those times we couldn’t meet in person 
as a church. Why is that so important? The 
Church is not a building - it’s a people, the 
Jesus people.

For many churches, the quarantine was a time 
for introspection and evaluation. We often refer 
to it as “the blank slate.” We know that most Continued on page 50...
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stepped up with the IT work needed every 
Sunday during the pandemic and while the 
former Rector was off on sick leave.  

Bereavement
Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
Dunne family on the death of William 
Dunne on Saturday 28th August.

We continue to have in-church worship 
during our vacancy with a special thanks 
to the Rural Dean Canon Paul Whittaker, 
Revd Ken McLaughlin, Mr Paddy Quinn 
and Mrs Kaye Nesbitt.

The Rural dean took our service on Sunday 
29th August and spoke ‘A Time to Re-build’ 
based on the prophet Nememiah. He will 

have a vestry meeting in September to plan 
the way forward.

Our thoughts and prayers are very much 
with the Parochial and Diocesan Nominators 
as the Nomination process begins in late 
September early October.

Many thanks to Freddie Brown who has really 

Donagheady
Vacant
Rev Canon Paul Whittaker (Rural Dean)
Tel. 07770691560
E.mail. stjamesdonagheady@gmail.com

Saturday morning in September at the 
Stableyard in Baronscourt to chart a way 
forward. The morning will be be led by 
Canon Paul Hoey.

As Sunday School restarts in person we are 
faced with the challenge not only of the 
COVID protocols, but also the challenge of 
regathering. Prayer is needed for our band 
of leaders.

Of course, this year we will once again 
look forward to celebrate Harvest - Sunday 
October 17th.

However, in uncertain times we hold onto the 
hope that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 
As the writer to the Hebrews reminds us, “We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure”. In uncertain times, let’s hold 
onto the unshakable promises of God. Since 

Continued from page 49...

His promises are unshakable, our 
hope is unshakable and will never fail.

God bless and stay safe 

Leckpatrick & Dunnalong
Rev Canon Paul Whittaker: Rector and Rural Dean 
Tel: 028 71880397  Mob: 07770691560
Email: revpaul07@btinternet.com
Facebook: Parishes of Leckpatrick and Dunnalong Church of Ireland

Covid-compliant coffee morning 
in Leckpatrick
We took a careful step back towards 
normality, on Saturday morning 24th 
August, as we turned out to support a 
COVID-compliant coffee morning in 
Milliken Memorial Hall. It was the first 

parish event since the first lockdown, a year 
and a half ago.

The Rector and our team were on hand to 
help implement the necessary protocols, 
which included temperature-testing, track-
and-trace recording and social distancing. 
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Continued on page 52...

Several dozen people arrived to support the 
event, with many making a contribution to 
parish fabric funds.
      
Jolly Church Outing
On Saturday we had a bus full of 
parishioners heading to Portrush for a day 
out, numbers had to be restricted to 35 
people so to allow some form of social 
distancing, the plan is to go to Coleraine 
for coffee and shopping, then on to 

Portstewart for a walk then on to Portrush 
and a stop off on the way home for a meal. 

Widows and Widowers Afternoon Tea
This has been planned for Wednesday 22nd 
September and will be in the Milliken hall in 
Ballymagorry.

Sunday School and Confirmation
We will hold a back to Church Service in early 
October at 2pm in Leckpatrick and afterwards 

we will have a barbecue in the Milliken Hall. 
We want to wait and see how the schools 
return in September works out.

Harvest Services 
These will take place in both Churches 
on Sunday 17th October at 10am in 
Dunnalong and 11.30am in Leckpatrick.

We were very pleased to reopen and rebrand 
the Flea Market - now called St. Augustine’s 
Vintage Fair and Café. The Vintage Fair is in 
the church hall on the last Saturday of every 
month from 10am - 5pm, and admission is 
free. During the winter months, the café will 
continue with its Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
pattern of opening for the Vintage Fair 
weekends only.  
 
Our Tuesday Concerts concluded at the end 
of August. Following on from their success, we 

are excited about furthering our partnership 
with Music Capital, as it launches ‘Luminare’ 
in St. Augustine’s. Luminare is a celebration 
of music and song, hosting intimate evenings 
in iconic venues and locations and bringing 
together artists and musicians from all over 
Ireland. On the music and heritage front, 
we are also having a busy time with various 

St. Augustine’s Parishioners pray that 
the readers have had some time to relax 
and enjoy a change in routine before the 
autumn catches up with us!  We wish to 
thank everyone who has supported our 
café ministry during the summer season.  
It received widespread support from all 
denominations and from those who are not 
connected with any church. Financially, the 
café did very well too, and it brought with 
it a great sense of united purpose amongst 
the volunteer staff team. Most importantly 
of all though, both the café and the tourist 
ministry in church, provided a platform 
for prayer outreach in our inner city and 
beyond. Over the season we’ve been blown 
away by the hundreds of prayer requests.  
There is clearly a need for this ministry 
in the life of the city.  We thank God that 
so many connected with it, and for the 
privilege of being part of it.

St. Augustine’s, Londonderry
Rector: Rev Nigel Cairns
www.saintaugustines.co.uk
www.facebook/weechurch
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events planned 
for the Cathedral 
Quarter Weekend, 
European Heritage 
Open Day, and 
Culture Night. 
Additionally, we are 
excited about the 
temporary lighting 
arts project in 
our churchyard, 
which is being 
coordinated by 
our partners in Art 

Arcadia. Watch out 
on our Facebook Page for further details.  
 
Kidzklub, St. Augustine’s Youth and creche 
all recommenced on Sunday 12th and there 
will be a ‘Celebrating the Summer Season’ 
all age service at the end of September to 
mark the end of our tourist ministry season 
and to give thanks to God for all the various 
activities during the summer months. We 
have also resumed our mid-week Holy 
Communion Services following the summer 
recess (Tuesdays at 10.30am) and, God 
willing, we will have our first LEAH Lunch 
after a period of 17 months of closure due 
to lockdown. Looking ahead we hope to 
have our Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 

Sunday 10th October 2021. Our principal 
services continue to be streamed to the café 
zone, the carpark and on our 
social media platforms. 

Recently, we have been 
strengthening our links with 
Rachel Miller (E3 worker 
with Scripture Union) and 
Andy Lamberton (Exodus) 
to try and envision what 
a monthly youth night 
could look like. Andy and 
Rachel, along with Claire 
Hinchcliff, are opening a 
monthly youth night on 
every second Saturday 
evening. The evenings will take place 
in the Baptist premises on Richhill Park. 
The whole idea is that it would be a relaxed 
environment where young people could hang 
out, but it would be an environment with a 
Christian ethos and very basic age-appropriate 
Christian teaching and fellowship. I think you’d 
agree that something like this is much needed, 
and it could be a great parallel programme for 
our own young people. We really hope this 
idea will gather traction and momentum as 
we move towards an October opening.  When 
the time comes, please encourage any of your 
children or grandchildren to attend this and we 

Continued from page 51...

will endeavour to share information about 
it as the finer details become clearer. In the 

meantime, please pray for the team, 
the programme and, most 
importantly, the young people.
 
With so much taking place in 
recent months we would like 
to thank and acknowledge our 
main funders who have been so 
generous towards us, and have 
been very enthusiastic about 
celebrating Christian heritage, 
fine art and live music all taking 
place within our historic church, 
schoolhouse and grounds. The 
main funders this year have been 
Colmcille 1500, Donegal Council, 

Derry City and Strabane District Council, The 
Honourable the Irish Society and the Church 
of Ireland Board of Education.

Christ Church, Culmore, 
Muff and St. Peter

Rector: Venerable Robert Miller, 
Archdeacon of Derry
E rector@cccmsp.org
H 028 71352396 
Website: www.cccmsp.org   
Facebook Page: CCCMSP @cccmsp
Our Vision: Transforming Community, Radiating Christ.

Mrs Angela Dobbins 
Parish Administrator  
E administrator@cccmsp.org 

Rev Canon Katie McAteer, Pastoral Director 
E pastoral@cccmsp.org
M 07813 885145

Life can only be lived forwards; even 
though we can look at the past (how it 
was) and want to return there, we know we 
can’t. September is traditionally a time of 
beginnings. As the school children and staff 

return so the pattern of church activities also 
restarts; this year will again be different.  The 
new memory verse for this year in our group 
of parishes is Hebrews 10 verses 24-25 ‘…
let us consider how to stir up one another 

to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another…’  In the last 
number of months, we have relearned 
how important being part of a supportive 
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Moville, Greencastle, Donagh, Malin & Culdaff

Bishop’s Curate - Rev Alan McCracken

The appointment of the Revd Alfred Alan 
McCracken as Bishop’s Curate in Moville 
and Donagh Group is great news. Rev 
Alan McCracken comes to us with his wife 
Karen. Mr McCracken has been serving as 
Deacon Intern in Ballynure Parish in the 
Diocese of Connor whilst completing his 
training for Ordination at the Church of 
Ireland Theological Institute in Dublin.

By the time you receive these notes, 
he will have been ordained Priest in All 
Saints’ Church, Clooney, Londonderry, on 
Wednesday 8th September, and introduced 
as Bishop’s Curate at a service in St 
Columb’s Church, Moville on Saturday 
11th September.

It has been a pleasure to inform Rev 
Alan and Mrs McCracken that they are 
coming into a lovely parish with devout 

and committed church people. They are very 
grateful for all the work that has been done 
to prepare the Rectory for their arrival.

During the two years since the Parishes 
became vacant, it has been my pleasant duty 
to be with you, to chair Vestry meetings, and 
minister to you at baptisms and funerals. 
Canon Stanley Johnson and Rev Shiela Johnson 
at the beginning of the vacancy, and Rev 
Mervyn Peoples and Mrs Maureen Williams 
throughout, have all enjoyed conducting 
Divine Worship, and being involved in other 
ways. I am delighted that they were so much 
appreciated. I am also most grateful to all 
who were so supportive during my time 
with you in charge as Rural Dean. 

Pippa Lily, daughter of Wesley and Jenna 
Mahon was baptized in Donagh Parish 
Church on Sunday 23rd May.

The ashes of Lord Ashbourne were interred 
in Cloncha Parish Graveyard on Friday 3rd 
September.

Altogether, my sponsored cycle for Bishop 
Hall Speers in Mahajanga has brought in 
around €8,000, including donations from 
several parishes and numerous individual 
donations. I was so encouraged on the 
morning of 7th July, to be seen off from 
St Columb’s Church by so many people 
who kindly turned up. The Diocesan Press 
Secretary and the Bishop accompanied me 
and saw to my bodily needs - keeping me 
lubricated for example. The best part of it 
all was the support I received from you. The 
amount you raised was around €1,400 - 
incredible! Thank you very much.
  
David W T Crooks, Rural Dean

community is; this verse reminds us of our 
responsibility for one another, as well as 
challenging us to keep meeting together.  

In CCCMSP we will have a new weekly 
pattern:  Tuesday evening will be our Late 
Evening Office at 7:30pm on Facebook (@
CCCMSP); Thursday morning will be our 
in-person service of Wholeness and Healing 
in St Luke’s Chapel at St Peter’s Church, 
Belmont and Sunday services will resume 
in all our parishes for in-person worship 
alongside our Facebook Broadcast from 
Christ Church at 11:00am. These are all 
opportunities to ‘meet’. I have been really 
encouraged by the engagement of those 

joining us for worship on Facebook, or in our 
WhatsApp Fellowship. In society we have 
learned the value of a text or social media 
post and as a group of churches there has 
been a sense of people benefitting from these 
new opportunities to connect.  We will also 
be offering the opportunity to connect at our 
Thursday Club (12noon - 2pm Acorn Centre). 
Initially this will be for soup and a roll and 
will build from there. Meeting with others to 
encourage and be encouraged is an important 
element of our Christian faith and identity.

As we consider how to best engage in the 
opportunities to connect with God, and with 
one another, can I also encourage you to 

continue to pray for one another. Prayer is the 
great gift of God to his children. Psalm 23:1 
reminds us that with God as our Shepherd 
our needs are met in Him. The apostle James 
reminded us in a recent Sunday reading 
that every good gift comes from God. Can 
I encourage you to continue to pray for our 
parishes as we seek to bring a message of hope 
to our society; can I also encourage you by the 
reminder that we are praying for you.

Hebrews 10 verses 24-25 ‘…let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another…’
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Fahan Upper and Lower

Rector: Rev Canon Judi McGaffin
Tel: 0769361154
Facebook: Fahanandbuncranachurchofireland

At the end of the last n:vision notes I said 
that we would update you as to the end of 
term at St Mura’s National School Buncrana.  
We had HUGE celebrations! With Bishop 
Andrew we celebrated the hard work and 
creativity of all the students who studied 
the Lord’s Prayer this year. The young people 
in each class presented the Bishop with a 
wooden cross with all their names on it. 

have helped to ripen the grain to give us our 
daily bread.
   
Over the summer we were fed spiritually as 
we undertook to read the Book of Nehemiah 
over 6 weeks.  We did this individually. All 
parishioners have now received a short 
survey asking them - in the light of what 
they have read - what they would like to see 
in our parishes and in the local community, 
and what they can offer, as we rebuild our 
virtual and in-person church in the “new 
normal”. We will, I hope, be able to meet 
soon in line with government guidance to 
take our thoughts and make them a reality, 
listening and acting, so that God’s will can 
continue to be done.
   
Finally we hope to welcome the Bishop in 
the autumn to Confirm 4 of our young 
people. Please pray for Jamie, Owen, Gareth 
and Callum and their families as they begin 
their preparations!
   
Keep in touch with us on our Facebook page 
fahanandbuncranachurchofireland for all the 
latest news! 
   
Online services are at 8am on a Sunday, 
7pm on a Wednesday and 10am on a 
Saturday. There is a “telephone service” on 
00353749390190 and we are back in church 
on Sundays - 10.30am in Christ Church 
Buncrana and 12 noon in St Mura’s Fahan.

”Cherishing and connecting with all God’s children”

And that wasn’t the only celebration we had! 
Miss Rosemary Dunne celebrated 40years as 
principal of St Mura’s School at the end of 
term! A wonderful achievement personally 
for Rosemary and one which is most 
appreciated by students, parents and staff, 
past and present. Although we couldn’t 
celebrate in our usual way we still managed to 
celebrate on several occasions outdoors - with 
the young people, the Board of management 
and staff, and the parents all having separate 
celebratory events!!
   
We are thankful that it has been a glorious 
summer here in Fahan and Buncrana. 
Sunflower seeds that were planted in many 
homes and gardens across the parishes and 
beyond on Palm Sunday have been carefully 
tended, and have grown and flowered over the 
summer!  You will see some of these on CJ’s 
pages in the middle of this edition of n:vision! 
   
As an agricultural community we are very 
conscious of the seasons and each year we 
have a celebration in each of the 4 seasons! 
Plough Sunday in Winter, Rogation in Spring, 
Lamass in Summer and Harvest in Autumn.  
This year on Lamass or “loafmass” Sunday we 
celebrated the first fruits of the harvest with a 
freshly baked loaf, as we remembered the hard 
work of farmers and the summer suns that 

You will have heard of “bubbles” in relation 
to the Coronavirus but we in St Mura’s 
National School used the “original” bubbles 
- in bubble wands for safety reasons - to 
send prayers to God. To thank him for all the 
young people, teachers and staff and to ask 
him to take great care particularly of all our 
6th class, who are moving to new schools.
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Taughboyne with Craigdooish, All Saints & Killea
Rev Canon David Crooks: Rector and Rural Dean
Tel: 074 914 0135  Mob: 00447871974658
Email: dcrooks@eircom.net

are offered. He was a faithful member of 
All Saints. Alan and Marcia made the brave 
and difficult decision to proceed with their 
Wedding in Raymochy Parish the next day, 
Saturday 28th.

The death of John Williams after a long 
illness on Tuesday 31st August has caused 
grief and sorrow to his wife Maureen, and to 
Jonathan, Debbie and Jill and their families. 
John was a faithful member of All Saints
and served on the Vestry for many years.

We also sympathise with Meta Wray and 
William Wray on the death of their sister 
Georgina.

Much more could be said about these 
faithful servants of Christ than space 
here allows. May they rest in peace and 
rise in glory.

SERVING GOD TOGETHER
Maddison, daughter of Ciaran and Rebecca 
Coyle was baptized in All Saints on Trinity 
Sunday 30th May. Amy, daughter of Robert 
and Tina Arthur was baptized in Killea on 
Sunday 18th August. We welcome them 
into the fellowship of Christ’s Church.

Albert Hepburn died on 19th April just after 
his 87th birthday. Until his health began to 
decline, Albert had been a faithful member 
of Craigadooish Church. We sympathise with 
his wife, Marty, and with William and Eric, 
Irene, Caroline and Avril, and with all the 
grandchildren.

Jack and Mabel Porter were both buried in 
Dunfanaghy on Saturday 3rd July, following 
their double Funeral Service in Craigadooish. 
Mabel was 75, and Jack, 85. We sympathise 
deeply with William, Anne-Marie, Joy, Derek, 
Lucy, John and Russell and all the family at 

the loss of both parents within 48 hours. Both 
had been ill for some time.

Jennifer Campbell died on 22nd July after a 
brief illness, aged 60. We sympathise with her 
husband Leonard 

The death of Alan Devenny in a motor bike 
accident on 25th July has stunned and shocked 
his family. He was just 48. No words are 
enough to express our sympathy with Leona, 
Jordan and Craig, and with his parents Lexie 
and Isobel, and with Raymond, Sandra, Wendy, 
Pamela and Helen. Alan was a solid member of 
All Saints where he will be sorely missed.

The sudden death of Ritchie McBride on 27th 
August has shocked the entire community. 
To his wife Pauline, his daughter Sarah and 
son Alan, and to David and Marcia, and his 
brothers George and Bill and sisters Evelyn 
and Charlotte, our prayers and sympathies 

to Letterkenny to run a morning (under a 
gazebo) at Conwal for a few of the Sunday 
School families, and we hope to start more 
family activities soon. In late August the new 
confirmation groups (including those who 
did their preparations without ever meeting 
in person) enjoyed getting together outdoors 
at a youth venue for a barbecue and games, 
with a talk about coping with change.  And 
now, in early September, we are finally 
able to hold a parish walk and (socially 
distanced) picnic.

Are we nearly there yet?
Even as Harvest celebrations, Remembrance 
Day, Advent and Christmas loom on the 
horizon, churches in the Republic are 
still labouring under stringent Covid-19 
restrictions. And although weddings, Holy 
Communion and Baptism services are again 
permitted (with limited numbers, masks, 
and timescales) we still have two years’ 
worth of families waiting for Confirmation 
services - which health officials still deem 
too risky.

Summer is always quiet and, unsurprisingly, 
2021 was no exception.  At least the 

outdoor restrictions were lifted enough in June 
so that some Columba1500 events could take 
place in person. Rev Heather participated in the 
unveiling of a memorial stone at the Colmcille 
Heritage Centre and, in July, Rev David greeted 
a group of pilgrims visiting the old Abbey in 
Gartan on the second official pilgrimage of the 
St Columba Way (Sli Colmcille). 

However, the slow vaccination programme
has meant that many socials, events, and 
summer barbecues could not take place.   
But at the end of June, The Hub youth group 
was able to meet for a Treasure Hunt in the 
woods. In August, Kirsty Lynch kindly came 

Conwal Union with Gartan
Rector: Rev David Houlton 
Facebook: The Parish of Conwal Union @ConwalParish

Continued on page 56...

Associate Priest: 
Rev Heather Houlton
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Tullyaughnish, Kilmacrennan, Killygarvan & Glenalla
Rector: Rev Canon Harry Gilmore
Tel. 0749151013  Email: tkkgparishes@hotmail.com

Clondevaddock, Rossnakill, Portsalon & Leatbeg
Vacant
Rural Dean: Rev David Skuce

Since the end of lockdown in May, in-church 
Sunday and midweek services have been 
attended by many parishioners, but many 
others are waiting for restrictions to be 
eased, or watching online. However, since 
last autumn, Zoom has enabled parishioners 
to meet midweek online, and we are 
planning to repeat the popular online 
“Alpha Course” this autumn.  

Recently, at the beginning of the school 
year, we have welcomed our new principal 

teacher to Gartan NS. A Big Welcome to 
Mrs Ann Gourley - joining Joanne, Claire, 
and Nicole; and congratulations to our 
administrator Pamela who recently 
completed 20 years with the school.   

And finally, as restrictions have been lifted 
it has been exciting to welcome several 
children in baptism: Finlay,  Bella, George, Tori, 
and Paisley.  There has been one wedding: 
congratulations Glenn and Claire! And, sadly, at 
Conwal we lost two of our oldest parishioners; 

Continued from page 55...

we mourn with the family, friends and 
neighbours of Martha Spratt and David Moore.

Plans for Autumn 2021 (hopefully): 
26th Sept: Harvest celebration - Conwal
6+8th Oct: Confirmation Services at Conwal 
and Gartan
10th Oct: Harvest celebration - Gartan 
11th Nov: Remembrance Services

Reopening   
It is a great tribute to everyone in the 
parishes that all three times during Covid, 
when we were able to resume public 
worship, we did it on the first available 
Sunday and with great enthusiasm!  
Although still not near “normal” we are 
definitely back on track. Thank you to 
everyone.                                                                                                                                   

Harvest Thanksgiving
Last year the churches were closed from 
mid-September, so this year we will 
be able to have our services of Harvest 
thanksgiving as detailed in the bulletin, 
even if we can’t yet sing!

Bazaar
Advance notice that the Ramelton bazaar 
will be on Saturday 6th.November, with 
final decisions nearer the time. Meanwhile, 
volunteers for ticket selling, boards etc. 
would be very much appreciated.                                                                               

Readings and Bulletin etc.   
A great deal of effort goes into providing the 
readings in the churches on a regular basis. 
Lists of readings and rotas of readers are 
diligently compiled and circulated without fuss 
or show. Likewise, the bulletin is put together 
each week, printed and distributed by a faithful 
group of people to keep everyone abreast of 
news. Thank you to everyone who helps in 

any way in either venture. Also, to those who 
prepare the churches for worship by way of 
cleaning, polishing or in any other way.

Advent 
It may seem a bit early, but Advent will soon be 
with us. As in past years, an Advent book will be 
available. This year it is “Advent for everyone: 
A journey through Luke” by Tom Wright. It is 
especially suitable for us now as we will shortly 
begin year C of the lectionary, which is the Year 
of Luke. Copies are available in each church 
from the first Sunday in November at the 
bargain price of €5. Past experience says they 
will go quickly so please take yours right away 
to avoid disappointment!
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Clondehorkey, Cashel & Mevagh  
Priest in Charge: Rev Canon George Irwin
Tel: 028 81659531  Mob: 07444642760 
Email: wgirwin@btopenworld.com

Reaching Outwards
When St. Paul appealed for aid for the 
famine-stricken Church in Judea he described 
generosity in giving to this cause as a mark 
of spiritual commitment and a test of 
obedience to Christ.
 
(2 Corinthians, Chapters 8 and 9). Another 
interesting aspect of Paul’s correspondence 
with the Corinthian Church on this matter is 
his praise for the Church in Macedonia who, 
although undergoing a severe trial at home, 
were sacrificial in giving towards the relief of 
poverty in Judea. These scriptural passages 
are all the more meaningful in the light of 

the generosity shown in our own Diocese over 
the Summer months. It is truly inspiring to see 
such generosity, especially with the continuing 
struggle - economically as well as physically 
and mentally - with Covid-19.  Thanks once 
again to parishioners of Clondehorkey and 
Mevagh for your donation of €710.00 to 
Christian Aid and €335.00 to the Diocese of 
Mahajanga in Madagascar.

From the Registers

Baptism
Holy Trinity, Carrigart
Sunday, 8th August: Corrine McElhinney,  
Main Street, Carrigart.

Georgina Lauren McElhinney, 15 Cedar 
Grove, Carndonagh.

Sunday, 22nd August: Ella Margaret Gordon, 
Island Roy, Downings.

Burials
Wednesday, 21st July: Charles Stewart, 
Flat Roof, Faugher, Dunfanaghy.

Parish Register

Holy Baptism 
21st August 2021 Brooke Christina 
Roberta McElhinney.      
                                
Funeral
4th July 2021 Jack and Mabel Porter, 
Maymore, St. Johnston.

We would like to welcome Brooke into the 
Church as she begins her journey of faith. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to the Porter 
family on the death of Jack and Mabel.                                                           

As I write these notes it is good to hear 
again the sound of the pupils out enjoying 
themselves on the playground. We have 
certainly had a very unusual year and a 
half, and hopefully the restrictions will be 
further eased up. 

We look forward to our bishop coming here 
on Sunday 3rd October for the Confirmation 
of our young people. It has been a very hard 
and difficult time for us all and especially 
for our young people at school and in their 
preparation for Confirmation due to the 
restrictions that have been in place. Baptisms, 
Confirmation, Weddings, Funerals (which are 
known as the occasional offices of the Church), 
provide an opportunity for family and friends 
to gather and spend time together. This year, 
we all need to be exceptionally careful and 
keep the family gatherings to a minimum, 
for the safety of all.

Parish finances during the pandemic have 
been hit hard. A great source of income is the 
August Fare, which had to be cancelled. In 
the forthcoming months (in accordance with 
government guidelines) we will be holding an 
Autumn Sale on Saturday 6th November 2021 

from 11.00am - 3.00pm, in the grounds 
of the church hall and the school, here in 
Dunfanaghy. This sale will include: - a cake 
sale, teas, parcel stall, craft stall, bottle stall, 
raffle, and a mini auction. On Saturday 18th 
December 2021 starting at 11.00am we will 
have a coffee morning in the church hall. 
During this coffee morning the Christmas 
Hamper lines will be drawn. We really 
appreciate the help and support of our 
parishioners, friends and wider community 
over the years and we hope that your 
continued support will be given to these 
fund-raising events.

As the restrictions ease, it is important that 
we stay safe and adhere to the guidelines 
set down. We all need to care and look after 
each other, at this very trying time.

Dunfanaghy, Raymunterdoney & Tullaghobegley                                                                                                                                   

Rev David Skuce, Rector and Rural Dean, Kilmacrennan East & West Rural Deanery
Facebook: Holy Trinity, Dunfanaghy @holytrinitydunfanaghy
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Gweedore (Carrickfinn & Bunbeg) 
& Templecrone

Bishop’s Curate: Rev Liz Fitzgerald
Tel. 074 953 1043  Email: ea.fitzgerald@btinternet.com

“All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small.”

I was sitting at the back of the house this 
afternoon, the weather is becoming cooler, 
the evenings are getting shorter; there 
is anticipation in the air. Anticipation for 
what? We are awaiting news of easing of 
restrictions, we are awaiting news of whether 
confirmation will happen; we are awaiting…

live on in our society. However, we must look 
beyond this, we need to move forward and 
live in this new world of covid and advice. And 
how we await being able to meet freely, face-
to-face; the random meeting of a friend, the 
arranged meal out with our social group.

And how we await the coming of the Lord, 
and the time when we shall meet our Lord, 
face-to-face. “No one knows about that day 
or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:36)

As autumn comes, so does Harvest 
Thanksgiving. This year, our parishes will be 
celebrating Harvest Thanksgiving at Morning 
Prayer, during the month of October. We 
eagerly await a time when we can have 

our Friday evening service to share our 
celebration with our neighbours. But not 
this year. Let us thank the Lord for the 
seasons of the years, the beauty of the 
autumn colours, leading to the restful 
nature of the winter. Let us thank the Lord 
for the scientists and medical people who 
have worked to find solutions to this awful 
virus and for the devoted care of those who 
became ill. There is slow unfurling of society 
as we emerge into a new world.

Let us thank the Lord for the beauty of 
his creation, and all the extra days and 
weeks we have had to enjoy it. As we move 
forward into another season, we need to 
take care of God’s wonderful creation. We 
are part of his creation, and we need to 
take care of one another to help control 
the virus, and we need to take care of God’s 
creation, the environment - so we can all 
have a positive outlook on the future. 

By loving God and loving our neighbour, all 
this is possible. So let us enjoy the easing 
of restrictions, let us take care of the world 
around us, and all that He has created.

He gave us eyes to see them
And lips that we might tell
How great is God almighty
Who has made all things well. 

Ardara, Glencolumbkille, Glenties, Inniskeel & Lettermacaward
Bishop’s Curate: Rev Robert Wray
The Rectory, Lackegh, Portnoo, Co. Donegal
Email: robert_wray@talktalk.net

Many of us spend much time waiting…
It is the end of summer and autumn is 
just round the corner. The bumble bees are 
getting their last pick of pollen, and the 
butterflies getting ready for the end 
of summer - living it up among the 
lavender plants in my garden.

We too are in a state of readiness. As 
autumn approaches, we prepare for Harvest 
Thanksgiving. We have much to be thankful 
for as the consequences of the pandemic 
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As I write these notes we are looking 
ahead to our Autumn season. The days 
are beginning to shorten and the nights 
are cooling. But instead of looking ahead 
to darker days, we instead see light.  
As particularly tight restrictions in the 
Republic begin to lift, we at last can 
look ahead with hope. Harvest will be 
celebrated with thanksgiving, in person 
and not online this year….DV.  Although 
things are still a long way from normal, we 
must instead see the blessings that this 
unforeseen season has brought; a deeper 
concern for one another, a thankfulness for 
things that were taken for granted before, 
a more profound understanding of the 
need of one another and of community, 
and most especially a sincere gratitude to 
a God who remains constant in the midst 
of so much change and uncertainty. As 
the dawn breaks on a new Autumn, let us 
not feel dejected at restrictions that are 
still in place, let us not see our freedom 
as still limited. Let us instead look up and 
give thanks to a God who has shown us 
how precious we are, both to one another, 
and to him, and let us never take this for 
granted again. 

‘See what great love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are!’ 1 John 3:1

Activity within 
restrictions
We have had 
to re-think our 
fundraising 
efforts for a 
second year in a 
row. St. Peter’s 
Killaghtee 
organised a car 
wash and a turf 
fundraiser in the bog. This took 
place over a number of weeks, with those 
able to help coming and going at their own 
convenience rather than gathering as a large 
group. Sincere thanks to those who organised 
these events and who helped and supported 
in any way.

Inver and Mountcharles held a bake sale at 
Mountcharles Pier. Despite the rain and wind 
it was a great success! Thank you to the 
Wilson family for organising this, and to all 
who baked, bought and helped - it is greatly 
appreciated. Thanks also to those at the 
Cabin at Mountcharles Pier for the use of 
their shed to shelter from the weather, 
and for all their help!
   
Inver Group GFS 
have also been 
busy.  Members 
and Senior 
Members were 
at last able to 
complete work on 
their Exploration 
Badge by 

participating in simple orienteering in the 
Bluestack Mountains with John McGroary. 
Among the skills explored on the day were 
learning various methods of how to ‘find 
their bearings’ by day and night as well as 
how to use a compass properly. Candidates 
and Junior Members enjoyed exploring the 
shoreline at Mountcharles Pier with Fred 
Symmons. They used their nets to collect 
samples of animals and plants and Fred 
then explained what everyone had caught. 
Afterwards everyone relaxed in the sunshine 
and enjoyed a picnic. 
 

Exam Results Gifts
Small gifts of best wishes were sent out 
to all young people who received Leaving 
Cert results. Thanks to our churches, our 

Mothers’ Union and our GFS for their 
support in this.
 
Welcome and farewell
In July we said farewell to our Methodist 
neighbour Revd. John Montgomery 
and welcomed Revd. Janet Rossell in 
his place. We look forward to serving 
alongside Revd. Rossell and wish her 
every blessing as she arrives in Donegal.

Inver, Mountcharles, Kilaghtee & Killybegs
Bishop’s Curate: Rev Lindsey Farrell
Tel: 074 973 6013  Email: lindseyfarrell@btinternet.com
Facebook: Inver and Mountcharles Church
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Re-openings
We are glad that the remaining restrictions 
on church services are due to end on 
22nd October. Hopefully this includes a 
return to congregational singing, which 
we have missed so much. We are grateful 
to God for bringing us to this point and 
to the parishioners who have continued 
to pray, work, attend and give throughout 
the pandemic. We continue to look to the 
Lord to guide us through the challenges of 
rebuilding parish life as we go forward. 

“The glory of the latter house will be greater 
than the glory of the former house.” Haggai 2:9

Confirmation
By the time you read this, our 14 candidates 
should have been through the rite of 
Confirmation in early September. Please 
continue to pray for them.

The Mustard Seed
A back-to-school appeal was held to gather 
items for families under pressure at this time 

Donegal, Killymard, Lough Eske & Laghey 
Rector: Venerable David Huss, Archdeacon of Raphoe
Tel: 074 9721075             
Email: donegal@raphoe.anglican.org

of year. We also had a very successful series 
of real life stories on Saturday mornings. 
Outdoor dining has been going well, and 
hopefully indoor will resume in the autumn.

Harvest
At the time of writing, harvest plans are 
still up in the air due to Covid regulations. 
Details will be published online (see below).

How to Connect 
Anyone is very welcome to follow us on 

Drumholm, Kilbarron & Rossnowlagh
Rev Canon Brian Russell: Rector and Rural Dean
Tel. 0749734025
Email: brianrussell117@gmail.com

www.donegal.raphoe.anglican.org
Facebook: @DonegalGroupofParishes

Worship through September 
We welcome the Diocesan Readers Nuala 
Dudley and Sean McClafferty who shall be 
leading service in the churches of the group 
whilst the Rector is on extended leave.

Charitable Giving 
Over €1000 has been raised for the work 
of the DPOS through gifts given in lieu 
of birthday presents for Mrs. Daphne 
Morrow,  Secretary of St. John’s Parish 
Church, Rossnowlagh. This kindness is much 
appreciated. Also instead of the annual 
North West Cancer Coffee and Tea Day 
held as in previous years, Irene Hurst is 
ensuring that a special collection container 
will be placed in each of the three churches 
to allow Parishioners to place a donation 
over the next weeks for cancer care. Please 
support as you are able.

Thank you 
The work of the Principal Teacher, Mrs. 
Leslie, of the Kilbarron N.S. along with 
others, has ensured the maintenance works 

over the summer are finished just in time 
for the reopening of school. This will ensure 
the good health of teachers and pupils. What 
remains is some decoration and the filling up 
of the classrooms with all the extras which 
make the teachers’ work the easier. 

Also, to the Principal Teacher and the Board of 
Selection of the Robertson N.S. who over the 
summer secured the employment of a new 
Principal Release Teacher, Mrs. Ezarah Doherty, 
and Mainstream Class Teacher, Mrs. Emma 
Pearson. We pray that all new teachers and 
pupils will settle into their new surroundings.

Confirmation 
Bishop Andrew Forster was not able to be 
present at Drumholm Parish on Sunday 5th 
April 2020 to confirm seventeen persons in 
their Christian faith. We trust a new date in 
the near future may yet emerge. Confirmation 
Candidates and Parents are encouraged to be 
present in church for worship prior to such a 
date and not leave their next Sunday worship 
to the Day of Confirmation.

Condolences 
We extend our sincere sympathies to the 
Morrow family circle of Ballintra following 
the death of Willy, latterly a resident of 
Mullinasole N.H., formerly abiding in the 
townland of Ballinakillew. We thank all 
those who were closest to Willy these past 
difficult years for their help and kindnesses 
to him. Thank you to Archdeacon David Huss 
who presided at Willy’s funeral service on 
Thursday 26th August.

Rector’s Health 
In early September further diagnostic tests 
will be carried out which will be followed by 
surgery and/or immunotherapies as required. 
The Rector thanks the parishioners for their 
kind messages and prayers for good health 
and asks that every assistance be given to 
Archdeacon David Huss as he watches over 
the interests of Kilbarron, Rossnowlagh and 
Drumholm, on behalf of Canon Russell for 
the next while.
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Stranorlar, Meenglass & Kilteevogue
Rector: Rev Adam Pullen
Mobile 087 7547880  Email: adam.pullen@googlemail.com
Facebook; Stranorlar, Meenglass & Kilteevogue CofI @smkcofi

return to the Lord? 
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the 
good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Therefore let us re-affirm these promises,  as 
we all adjust to new beginnings in the midst 
of this roller coaster that is the pandemic 
of COVID 19. May I wish you a safe and 
blessed time as we prepare for the season 
of harvest, giving thanks to God for all his 
goodness and provision. 

Rev Adam Pullen, Rector 

New Beginnings 
This time of the year is often a time of 
new beginnings. I would like to wish all the 
students well as they start back at school, 
new school and, for some, school for the 
first time. They, and we, are having to get 
used to a new normal!. I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish the teachers and 
auxiliary school staff of Welchtown and 
Roberson National schools well at the 
beginning of this new academic year. 

It is with regret that one of our churches, 
the Church of the Ascension, Meenglass 
has and remains closed due to COVID 19 
restrictions. Therefore it was wonderful to be 
able to hold an outdoor service on 25th of 
July. A big thank you to Aubrey Barcley for 
the Gazebo and Kathleen Love for playing 
the keyboard, and everyone who helped. 

Speaking of new beginnings, by the time you 
read this Brooke Stewart and Jordon McCreedy 
will have made their Confirmation on Sunday 
5th September in Stranorlar Parish church. 

In the Confirmation Service there is a 
commissioning/commitment we make as 
members of Christ’s Church 
From the 2004 Book of Common Prayer: 
Confirmation Service

The bishop may use this commission:
Those who are baptised are called to worship 
and serve God. Will you continue in the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, 
whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

the fact that he was Treasurer for over fifty 
years. Throughout those years he stewarded 
the parish finances carefully and kept 
financial matters in order. 

Congratulations to Sarah Bates who has 
announced her engagement to Mr Jonathan 
Blackburn. We wish the happy couple much 
happiness.

The death of William Slevin on 4th March has 
brought to an end an era in Monellan Parish. 
William was a true gentleman, a much loved 
and loyal member of his church, reflected in 

Convoy, Monellan & Donaghmore
Vacant, Rural Dean: Rev Canon David Crooks
Tel: 074 914 0135 Mob: 00447871974658 
Email: dwtcrooks5@gmail.com

Continued on page 62...

Facebook, YouTube, Instagram etc. - 
just look for ‘Donegal Group of Parishes.’ 
We have regular online services Sunday, 
Wednesday & Friday and a recorded service 
accessible any time from any phone on 
074 9710199 (from UK 00353 74 
9710199).

Funerals

Mary Graham, 8th July 2021, Laghey

Roy Graham, 23rd July 2021, Laghey

Edith Browne, 10th August 2021, Donegal

John Coburn, 22nd August 2021, Killymard

Baptism
Reuben Morrow, 27th June 2021, Donegal

Ollie Mullin, 4th July 2021, Donegal

Chloe McBrearty, 10th July 2021, Donegal 

(held in Co Tyrone due to Covid rules)

Maia O’Callaghan, 28th August 2021, Laghey
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Raphoe, Raymochy & Clonleigh
Vacant, Rural Dean: Rev Canon David Crooks  Tel: 074 914 0135  Mob: 00447871974658
Facebook: St Eunan’s Cathedral  @cathedralraphoe

Harvest Thanksgiving Services will be 
arranged by Canon Deane, to whom and 
to Mr Clampett, we are grateful for 
conducting services during the vacancy.

Evan William, son of Clive and Sandra 
Barnett was baptized on Sunday 2nd May. 
River Nichola, daughter of Sean and Elaine 
Martin was baptized on Sunday 30th May. 
Carter, son of Adrian and Jenny Gibbons was 
baptized on Sunday 27th June. Canon Deane 
performed a baptism in Clonleigh and one in 
Raymochy. I regret that as I do not have the 
names, they cannot be included. However, 
we wish them and all who have been 
baptized God’s blessings.

Best wishes to Melissa Parke and Barry Carr 
for their Wedding in Raphoe Cathedral on 
September 18th.

The sudden tragic death of Ryan Barnett 
on 31st May has brought widespread grief 
to the community. We sympathise most 
deeply with his grieving parents, Sydney 
and Mabel, with his sister Joanne, his 

brothers Darren and Graham, and with his 
fiancée Hannah and their child Katie.

The death of Nellie Carson on 22nd July has 
brought sorrow to her husband Lewis and her 
family. Nellie became ill 22 years ago, and 
spent those years in Lifford Hospital where 
she received expert nursing and regular visits 
from her family.

Our sympathies to Louise Carson on the 
death of her father, Mr Willie Dinsmore.

The sponsored cycle on Monday 19th July 
in aid of Bishop Hall Speers in Mahajanga 
was a great success. The sum of €1,200 was 
raised. I was joined by some parishioners for 
the cycle from the Cathedral to Clonleigh, 
Raymochy and back to Raphoe. We were met 
at Raymochy Church by parishioners who 
gave us sandwiches and liquid refreshments. 
That was deeply appreciated. 

Parishioners are delighted to be back in the 
Cathedral after the completion of the present 
phase of the restoration project. The tower 

has been re-pointed, new interior lighting 
installed, the porches splendidly restored, 
and the interior painted. The whole place 
looks magnificent, and it is a great tribute 
to the Select Vestry, Church Wardens, Glebe 
Wardens and the parishioners in general.

Tuesday 7th December will be the 1,500th 
anniversary of the birth of St Columba. 
There will be a special Thanksgiving 
Service in St Eunan’s Cathedral, Covid 
notwithstanding - more details about 
numbers attending nearer the time. The 
special Preacher will be the Primate, 
Most Rev’d John McDowell. The Choir of 
St Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry will 
sing Choral Evensong. This will be a major 
diocesan event in our beloved Cathedral.

We sympathise deeply with his wife 
Margaret, with his son David and with 
Linda, and with his daughter Valerie and 
with Philip and with all the grandchildren.

Evelyn Bates of Monellan Parish died on 
6th April aged 90 years. Our very deepest 
sympathy to all her family, Richard, 
Margaret, Edwin, Violet, Kenny, Alan and 
Linda and all the grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Evelyn was a lifelong member 
and sang in the choir for many years.

The sudden death of Bill Wallace on 
Saturday evening 14th August aged 83 
years, came as a great shock to his wife 
Jean, his son Mark and daughters Lynn and 

Rachel and to the grandchildren. Our deepest 
sympathies to them. Bill had served on Convoy 
Select Vestry for many years in his earlier days.

The sponsored cycle from Convoy to 
Donaghmore, Monellan and back to Convoy 
on Tuesday 13th July in aid of Bishop Hall 
Speers in Mahajanga raised the wonderful sum 
of €1,200. I was delighted to be met at each 
church and presented with what had been 
raised. Bishop Speers will be able to put this 
money to good use in providing rectories and 
rice fields for his clergy. He is most grateful. 
Thank you all very much indeed.

We are very grateful to Rev Arthur Burns 
and Mrs Norma Burns for all their help in 

Continued from page 61...

conducting Divine Worship during the 
vacancy. Mr Burns will organise your Harvest 
Thanksgiving Services.

Every effort will be made to find a new 
Rector, or at least a priest-in-charge during 
the vacancy. Meanwhile, please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you need pastoral 
care or Vestry meetings. The Rural Deanery 
inspection of the Rectory has been held, and 
there is some work to be done, mainly fixing 
damp. However, the house and grounds 
are generally in good condition and well 
maintained.
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PAUL MCFADDEN 
DIOCESAN PRESS OFFICER

As I write this reflection, New Yorkers 
are dealing with the aftermath of what 
their Mayor has called “an historic 
weather event”. 

The record rainfall and flash flooding caused 
by Tropical Storm Ida was part of a pattern of 
events around the globe that have alarmed 
climate activists. Forest fires have ravaged 
parts of Greece; torrential downpours 
triggered landslides in Turkey; people 
drowned as a result of flooding in Germany 
and Belgium. I shudder to think what’s 
happening in poorer countries.

The battery-farmed chickens are coming 
home to roost for planet earth and its 
inhabitants. This November, leaders from 
almost 200 countries will gather in Glasgow 
for the COP26 Conference. They will be asked 
to agree ambitious new targets for reducing 
the amount of greenhouse gases being 
pumped into the atmosphere. I pray people 
are finally managing to read the writing on 
the wall.

Sometimes it takes a catastrophe to rouse 
us from our complacency. After the Second 
World War, as efforts were made to create 
the United Nations organisation, Winston 

Churchill reputedly said: “Never let a 
good crisis go to waste.” The Renaissance 
philosopher, Niccolò Machiavelli, said 
something similar four centuries earlier. 
It was sound advice in both their eras 
and it’s sound advice now. 

It’s been almost two years since our last 
in-person diocesan synod, in October 2019. 
Back then, the former Dean of Raphoe, Very 
Rev Arthur Barrett, invoked the word ‘crisis’ 
as he addressed some of the very obvious 
warning signs facing the pre-pandemic 
Church and Diocese. Parish numbers were 
getting smaller and smaller, he said, and 
parish incomes were declining. “This could 
be construed as a very negative image of 
the future,’ the Dean said, “but it shouldn’t 
be. I would rather see it as an opportunity - 
maybe, even, a God-given opportunity.”

Dean Barrett urged the Diocese to take “a 
long, hard look” at how it planned to do 
ministry in the Diocese of Derry and Raphoe 
in the years to come and, more specifically, 
how it planned to provide “acceptable and 
appropriate ministry” to all of our Church 
of Ireland parishioners within the reality of 
reducing resources and diminishing finances. 
“I would respectfully suggest that such an 

And finally...

exploration should be undertaken now, and we 
should not wait until a crisis arises, and then 
we begin to wonder how we deal with it.”

Two years have elapsed, and the Diocese is 
emerging cautiously from a different crisis 
- a wholly unforeseen one. The Coronavirus 
pandemic has shown us what’s really 
important in life; it has required us to devise 
new ways of doing worship; it has forced 
us to be creative and courageous, bold and 
imaginative.

The problems Dean Barrett identified - smaller 
congregations and reduced offerings - haven’t 
improved. The time for that “long, hard look” is 
upon us. If that wasn’t obvious two years ago, 
it’s abundantly clear now. The global pandemic 
- and the sacrifices it has demanded - have 
seen to that. It would be a crying shame to 
waste this once in a lifetime crisis.

“Never let a 
good crisis go 
to waste.”
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The Diocese of Derry and Raphoe has appointed a new 
Diocesan Youth Officer. Claire Hinchliff is expected to take 
up her new duties at the end of this month. The position 
had been vacant for a number of years following the 
departure of Claire’s predecessor, Martin Montgomery.

The new ‘incumbent’ says she is looking forward to the job 
immensely. “I have grown up in the Diocese and have benefitted 
from youth work since I was a teenager,” Claire says, “and now I 
get to help with some of the youth work that helped me when I 
was younger. It’s very exciting. Teenagers are what I have always 
mainly worked with. That’s where my passion lies.”

Claire comes to the role after five years as a youth and family 
worker for St Canice’s Church of Ireland and Faughanvale 
Presbyterian Church. Prior to that she had been a youth worker 
with All Saints Clooney. Her new duties require her to “further 
the Church’s ministry with young people of secondary school 
age”. She will be expected to equip parishes for youth ministry 
through training, networking, providing strategic direction and 
encouraging good practice.

The young mother of two is well aware of the challenge she 
faces. “We are gradually coming out of a pandemic,” Claire says. 

New Diocesan Youth Officer...
“Young people are more disconnected from Church than they 
have ever been. That will be challenging for youth leaders and 
clergy - and for young people themselves. In a sense, it feels like 
we’re all starting from the beginning again, from our different 
positions. I’m looking forward to that. And obviously, I’ll be 
supporting churches in any way I can.”

Bishop Andrew Forster has congratulated Claire on her 
appointment. “This is a significant appointment for our Diocese. 
Youth ministry is a critically important area for our Church.

“Life is very difficult for young people nowadays,” Bishop 
Andrew says. “Teenagers face all sorts of challenges, even 
in normal times, and the pandemic has brought additional 
problems for many of them. Claire is right to recognise the 
scale of the challenge that lies ahead but - like us - she sees the 
opportunity, too, that youth ministry presents. This is an exciting 
move for her and an exciting time for the Diocese. I pray God 
guides Claire in her valuable ministry; I look forward to having 
her on our team, and to seeing her sharing her gifts and talents 
with our parishes and our young people.”


